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Justification For A Railroad I Editor's Not 


by Clifford P. Carpenter 


Beauty in only skin deep - an 
adage from bygone years - might be 
paraphraied to tty acemc beauty 
i» only surface deep To the eye 
r tounat. sightseer. or just 


ion, the aria dolt lerve to attract 
people that are mtei 
type of botanicil ntu 


lookt for The got den rod flower 
it rather picture ague in the fall of 
the year, but to the hay fiver 
sufferer, the niton of the golden 
rod it tho tenon not to be caught 
Without ItHini' tilnMil'll, tir 1'iith' giv¬ 
ing, decongettmg pitta. 

However one looks at our 559 
aguare milea of nature here in 
Webster County, proa and cons 
will ante from all guerters Con 
leguently, this article ia written 
from the biased viewpoint ol anal- 
ure enthusiast that realizes his 
goldenrod mey very well cause 
some of you to snoem Also, 

this article is designed to pot 
Slion "What is in Webster County 
to warrant a tcenlc railroad in the 
first place?" 

In tho firat place, second place, 
etc.. Webster County is isolated 
and this writer likes it that way 
The motoitain roads which semi 

wey. like an insurance policy for 
people that can't stand tho thought 
of a hustling, buttling city. To a 
lot of people, the poace and soli 
tude that abounds around us makes 
Webstar County a haven for frayed 
nerves Wo are isolated, of that 
there is no doubt; moroover. we 
are likely to stay tliet wey until 
the helicopters become as common 
es automobiles But this only adds 
to the eheedy quaint md old-tim- 



itnams, and wildlife 
We have had all theae things foi 
so long in Webstar County that 


I pondering whit tile would be 9vg> 


Morr specifically. etongthetre- 
ckege ol the proposed scenic rail- 
road, many lights ere to be found 
that would delight the senses of the 
most staunch of city dwellers In 
some instances, the combination 
of man snd nature presents sconus 
worthy ol mention. 

Nothing could be more scenic 
to this writer at this time then to 
see an eld locomotive ol any metre 
or variety, build up e head of 
steam at the old depot in Webster 
Springs tor the beginning of a 
smoky, noisy trip upstream along 
Elk River 

The track itself, winding and 
twisting along the river possesses 
sumo sort of magical attraction 
whether viewed on a misty morn 
mg »r e stifling hot afternoon 
Tho to people in th 


Another close at hand attraction 
» the Native Arts and Crafts | 
on Golden Shore I 

local culture an 




Iteed te prefll Ire 
■Ml at all, an# m 
much Seme if tot 
nil known for lit 
that unconcerned ■ 
Cm the power ol • 
“I the pill in igr 


a relatively unlipped resource 
hero m the county 

When the train tmally bluwt its 
whistle and gets under way, it will 
travel only a short dislancebetorv 
other noteworthy srenwry appears I 
Webster Springs Hi^ School, re 
ther astutely situated along the 
riverbank in a residential area, 
would loom out of the early morn 
mg mist as a concrete reminder 
that civilization will forever re 
mam tucked away m the halls ol 
a somewhere land Immediately 
beyond the achool, Nature makes 
her presence known el Wooddell 
Falla Whether seen with its icy 
beard in the winter lime or through 


\ teem ties 
1 9 "' r 

Li 


«S. m Itsel I. a type ut stems beaut r normal maintenance required 

Along tv mere natural line, tho t-w the I rick In COhdltllW < 

'mTvfura of gfedes and forest* foewd p***,*,^,,, tram oparation. 


• somewhat an oddity The 


wailing for that head ot 


»t. for which Glade District steam In build up. a visitor could 


was named, do ml occur frequen- 
tly m West Virginia Several ri 
a hava baan put forth fc 


taka a ahort trip through the near by 
reilyard (wood rails, that ia) to 
watch how Iho highly popular rail 


instance some people say In- fonco it made Many of the yard'k 

diana burned the arses so ofton pr uducls am shipped as far at the 

that trees were killed out; others Mississippi Valley .kistenexem- 

leel that Mil conditions prevent p |, „| a small industry that could 

toe growth el trees, but then the not ensl it poor, isolated Webster 

ae i and cl.mete m./d favor the County did not have all theae hills 

wars than it favors covered ~ 


, visitors will rwrvvr w* »v «n • 

r**y» sfritr# toe motFerii*r that 

creates the falls th the cove 
■ behind the tails, about fifty species 
ol plants can be found, a factor 
attributed to the frost pocket that 
dominates that area 

Defnnd the A & P Store- end in 
the river by the School, can be seen 
twu of tile three outcroppings of 
limestone thal are to bo found m 
the HI River in Webster County 
At die eastern end of the Toeei 
•a on Horn of internal that 
sumly be louml m the mna 
every town er city Whether 


s>* 


urely a cliff It 
lep over only 


sort of rapid* toi 
than a dent m the 
face On igistrej 
Curtin, scene 0 
Curtin Lumbar 
rather large op 
exports proAicte 
Ih# railroad as 
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In days gone by. iron man and machines struggled to 
•■tract the timber from th* rugged slopes throughout th* «tate. 
Granted, in most instances, the sole governing motive was 
profit, however, the men whose very existence depended upon 
the pulling of crosscut saws, swinging an axe, or crawling over 
the ice-covered logs to set the brakes of several cars of a 
Shay-drawn logging train, have become a part of history which 
will always be a nostalgic memory in the minds of Americans 
everywhere--and in those of West Virginians most of all. 

It is the hopo of the editor and authors of this publication 
that the logging train can once again make its music throughout 
the land along the Western Maryland and Cass Scenic Rail¬ 
roads from Elkins in Randolph County through Pocahontas 
County to Webster Springs in Webster County. An area 
developed by the logging railroad can once again be developed 
but in such a way as to not mar the land for future generations. 
The trains will run again, but this time the cargo will be 
tourists, worth far more in relative weight than logs, and 
capable of appreciating the scenic beauty of this wonderful land. 

Many people have been asked to help with this project, but 
few have responded. People seem content to let some one else 
dn all the work and then reap the economic benefit for free. 
Perhaps our society has degenerated to this, but when one looks 
at the persons contacted for financial support who would have 
stood to profit from the railroad, but did not offer any assist¬ 
ance at all. one must wonder that money could possibly mean so 
much. Some of these individuals can remember when the area 
was known for its appeal to tourists and can also remember 
that unconcerned residents allowed this type of industry to die. 
Can the power of the almighty dollar be so great that the lessons 
of the past are ignored just to save a few dollars and then lose 
m the long run? 

If those persons known as the "railroad team" had been paid 
for their many hours of work with the project, the bill would be 
excess of $100.000 00 They cannot and do not expect to 
ever mate any money from the scenic railroad; their only 
reason for doing what they have doneistheir love of railroads 
They want to aee people come to the area to get a taste of the 
••#*♦• and sou n ds of the railroads of the past on what will be 
le weald's longest scenic railroad 

it *s le *>•» end that the Webster Randolph Scenic Railroad 
f*«n has devoted its time end effort, end now dedicates this 
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It* tima and affort, and now dedicates «ij, 

O. Leroy Crislip, Editor 
January 8. 1971 
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Uimi ii if 1*11 1 m tho E Ik's glassy aur - 
face. On upstream to Parcool ond 
Curtin, scono of the Pardoo and 
Curtin Lumber Mill which is a 
rather large operation that also 
exports products. The mill utilizes 
the railroad as a vital link for 
moving products to market. 

Nest comes Bergoo, an old min¬ 
ing and logging town that still feels 
the effects of those heydoy years 
every time two large-size rain¬ 
drops fall in the same place in 
either Leather wood or Bergoo 
Crpek A flashflood caused exten¬ 
sive damage to the existing bridge 
and roadway last .Inly 16 and the 
effects are still evident. 

After passing Bergoo, the grade 
begins to rise quickly. Not much 
time is wasted in getting to the 
variable boundary between the cen¬ 
tral hardwood forest(with its hick¬ 
ory. yellowpoplar, oak andash) and 
the northern hardwood forest 
sporting mostly beech, sugar map 
le. and yellow birch. Further up 
the mountains, the northern coni¬ 
fer region is reached with its 
thickly matted red spruce that 
give the mountain top the appear¬ 
ance of a Mohawk haircut. 

Whittaker Falls will undoubtedly 
become a regular rest stop on the 
scemc route Short but wide, the 
falls exhibit* the woes of Niagara 
Fails a soft layerof shale under- 
r*etr. the more-resistant lop layer 
of sandstone is gradually washing 
a**r 'earing no support for the top 
■r * eventually break* off from 
m own weipit Many year* from 
rxjm rtw falls will be nothing more 
*wr a rap'd* 


traction In bu inonlionod. and it was 
left intentionally until last. In Web¬ 
ster Springs there is to be found 
something called salt-sulphur wa¬ 
ter that no visitor to Town should 
miss, but each visitor shouldhave. 
as I have had. the privilege of 
making it the first or last item 
on his agenda 
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Collection of Oaorgia Donald 
Wooddell Pall* opposila the 
present Webstar Spring* Nigh 
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the scenery along the future 
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ALONG THE SCENIC RAILRO 


(By Gordon T Hamrick Continued from Pago 14) 


which has survived two flash floods 
in loss than forty year s leads 
one into the old Western Maryland 
Railway yard complex Just a 
cross the bridge, on tho right, 
stood the depot, all that remains 
are a few concrete pilings. A few 
yards further upriver, whore the 
equipment shod now stands, stood 
the water tower. At one time, a 
half dozen Baldwin engines could 
have been found in the yard at any 
given time; today, only the echoes 
of whistle and hiss of steam re 
main. The sidings sit empty, 
rails rusting, ties rotting. 

Loaving Bergoo, the Scenic Rail¬ 
road hugs the cliffs on the right. 
To the left, the highway shares the 
available space with the river 
Every so often, these two contest 
the existing space; the river us¬ 
ually wins Man may interfere 
with the river; he cannot tame or 
control it. Even the railroad is 
not immune to the ravages of the 
surging waters. Mute evidence 
of these constant skirmishes is 
fot*>d m tho driftwood piled along 
the right-of-way. 

At Bergoo Creek, the highway 
tw.ngs across the river, while the 
ra iroad continues on the right of 
toe river Evidence of one-time 
human habitation is visible along 
Put stretch of railroad Brush 
choked river bottoms attest to 
one time farms Remains of vari¬ 
ous types of buildings are visible 
• t different places A patch of 
»^it f.iored greenery on a slope 
ie"* a* a hardy pioneer Herr and 
remains of suspension br i ■ 
Ipes r»m.nd (he traveler thet at 
me ».me toe r«.lro*d was the only 


yet to carry it's first Inad nl coal * 
Difficulties of an unknown nature 
possibly a question of mineral 
rights, a right-of-way problem, 
or insufficont coal to justify mm 
ing caused the bridge to be a 
bandoned. Although an occassional 
enterprising four-wheel drive en¬ 
thusiast may cross it. it is g**n 
erally limited to foot traffic - 
fishermen and hunters 

From Whittaker Falls, it is 
only a short distance to Hickory 
Lick and the former Bethelehem 
Steel Company mines The tipple 
complex has fallen upon hard 
times, and sits silent, vacant win¬ 
dows staring over the once in¬ 
dustrious area The catwalks have 
fallen in; parts of the roof are 
askew Some enterprising in¬ 
dividual is building a loading plat¬ 
form on one of the sidings Pre¬ 
sumably, coal is to be trucked 
down from a strip mine on the 
mountain to the siding. Mercifully, 
the loading platform is on the side 
of the river opposite the Scenic 
Railroad. The road leading up the 
mountain is real and ugly. 

A few miles above Hickory Lick, 
the Greenbrier Limestone rises 
above the drainage and, after a dis¬ 
tance of a mile or so. is elevated 
sufficiently for the railroad to 
cross it Thereafter, the cliffs 
on the right are formed by the 
Greenbrior, rather than tho Web¬ 
ster Springs sandstone which has 
predominated since leaving Web 
ster Springs At this point, also, 
the railroad swings almost due 
south for the run to Slaty Fork 
To the right. Sharp's Knob it visi¬ 
ble, visible alto it the evidence of 
• change in the flora Her vkwood s 
no lunger dominate tho mountain 
tops patches of what once was an 
i*+reten stand of Nod Spruce can 







r< lr*hl*l'Y to die. 
I fh*l Wl* 10*000 1 
,r* and then low 

I* had b*0O pud 
hr bill would b* 

tfc OOl 0*porl to 
o»d «*♦•' only 
,t of retlrood* 

>1 « latte of ff>* 

,.r «.**! Will b# 


rowic Railroad 
this 




ually win* noun may imorioro 
with tho rivor,- hn cannot tamo or 
control it. Even tho railroad is 
not immune to tho ravages of tho 
surging waters. Mule ovidonco 
of Ihoso constant skirmishes is 
found in tho driftwood piled along 
tho right of way 
At Bor goo Crook, tho highway 
swings across tho rivor, while the 
railroad continues on tho right of 
tho rivor. Evidence of one time 
human habitation is visible along 
this strotch of railroad. Brush 
choked river bottoms attest to 
one timo farms. Rcmainsofvari¬ 
ous typos of buildings are visible 
a t different places A patch of 
light-colored greenery on a slope 
tolls of a hardy pioneer. Here and 
there, remains of suspension bri¬ 
dges remind the traveler that at 
one time, the railroad was the only 
means of access to the outside. 

At ByorsfMine No. 4), the Pardee 
and Curt in tipple complex sits. 
silent and rusting, the sidings c 


4- 


vorgrown 
Tho 


woods and brush. 

oppai 


tippie. tttiicfi unce housed the Wes t - 

-em Maryland Railway section 

crews and water tower, are slowly 
growing up in Yellow Poplar(or 
Tulip free, if you prefer). There 
is little evidence of the hand of 
man except for the remains of an 
old wire fence near Big Run, and an 
occasional piece of pipe stuck into 
some rivulet to form a faucet. 

The cliffs along the entire length 
of the Scenic Railroad, which were 
once blasted from living rock to 
form a roadbed, have attained a 
sere maturity. Except for an oc- 
cessional fresh scar caused by 
recent fracturing of the rock, most 
of the cliffs are covered with lich¬ 
ens and mosses The violence 
reared to create the roadbed is 
no longer in evidonce 

Above Byers, the railroad opens 
into some of it‘s longest and stra- 
■f *.•«! stretches. Between Big 
Rirv and Whittaker Falls, tho run 
•s throu^i a spectacular area 
A massive cliff on the left of the 
river reaches some three hundred 
feet ee*fir.ally Across the face 


■ 1.1 mi u" uiiv ui mo siamgs. r*r«>- 
numably, coal is to bo trucked 
down from a strip mine on tho 
mountain to the sidinq Mercifully, 
(he loading platform is on (ho side 
of the rivor opposite the Scenic 
Railroad. The road leading up the 
mountain is real and ugly 
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A few miles above Hickory Lick, 
the Greenbrier Limestone rises 
above the drainage and, after a dis 
tance of a mile or so, is elevated 
sufficiently for the railroad to 
cross it. Thereafter, the cliffs 
on the right are formed by the 
Greenbrier, rather than the Web¬ 
ster Springs sandstone which has 
predominated since leaving Web¬ 
ster Springs. At this point, also, 
the railroad swings almost due 
south for the run to Slaty Fork.. 

To the right. Sharp's Knob invisi¬ 
ble; visible also is the evidence ot 
a change in the flora. Hardwoods 
no longer dominate the mountain 
tops; patches of what onco was an 
unbroken stand of Rod Spruce can 
bt* sown. 

Many years ago, Aldo Leopold 
wrote, "Recreational development 
is not a job of building roads 
into lovely country, but of building 
receptivity into the still unlovely 
human mind. We owe it to ourself 
and to the good earth that supports 
us to curb our avarice to the ex¬ 
tent of leaving a few spots un¬ 
touched and unexpluited . . The 
Scenic Railroad proposes to do 
this by utilizing already existing 
facilities to give the tourist a 
leisurely contact with nature and 
the past. 


EPILOGUE 

The foregoing is a reasonably 
complete representation of my 
impressions and notes, the imper¬ 
sonal view recorded by a well 
stopped down camera lens is quite 
different The route out of Webster 
Springs by rail is no different 
from any other city, regardless of 
sue Shacks with rusting wash¬ 
ing machines on the porches line 
the right-of way Old beer cans, 
automobile hulks, automobile ti¬ 
res and Other debris line the 
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cm < asional piece of pipe stuck into 
com# rivulet to form a faucet. 

The cliff* along the entire length 
of the Scemi Railroad, which wore 
once blasted from living rock to 
form a roadbed, have attained a 
%cn» malm ity fc'xcopt for an oc¬ 
cassional fiesh scar caused by 
i n ont fr a« luring of the rock, most 
of the cliff* aro cover ed with lich¬ 
en* and mossos The violonco 

required to create the roadbed is 
no longer in evidence 
Above Byers, the railroad opens 
into some of it‘s longest and stra- 
jhtvst stretches Between Big 

Run and Whittaker Falls, the run 
'* through a spectacular area. 

A massive cliff on the left of the 
river reaches some three hundred 
Wt vertically Across the face 
°* cliff, the secondary high- 
•s^y that provides access to the 
area winds precariously. 

Whittaker Falls, on the Webster- 
R«ndolph County line, was once a 
m^gn.f.cent view Alas, but time 
taken .fs toll What was once 
a th.rty-foot flume at the turn of 
Lh< century has degenerated into 
•iJfie more than a glorified rapid. 
The terrible scouring power of a 
••'ftiy flowing stream is in evt- 
h * r# A recent fracturing 
** o1 falls did little 

* *'** nc# »f‘» appearance how 

'• only fall* on the 
' worthy of the name A few 
r*or*. and Whittaker Falls 
•• beam, a memory Replacing 
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EPILOGUE 


The foregoing is a reasonably 
complete representation of my 
impressions and notes; the imper 
sonal view recorded by a well 
stopped-down camera lens is quite 

different. The route out of Webster 

Springs by rail is no different 
from any other city, regardless of 
size. Shacks with rusting wash¬ 
ing machines on the porches line 
the right-of-way. Old beer cans, 
automobile hulks, automobile ti¬ 
res, and other debris line the 
right-of-way and the streams. Sc¬ 
attered garbage dumps are visible 
along the highways Abandoned 
coal tipple and slag heaps dom¬ 
inate the landscape The hills are 
criss-crossed by a maze of roads, 
leading to mining operations or to 
lumbering operations Each ram 
contributes it's quota of precious 
topsoil to that already in the stream 
channels - and to the mudflats in 
Sutton Reservoir. 


One fact is inescapable - the 
extractive industries as presently 
operating are not corruptible w.th 
tourism We can have one or the 
ether, we cannot hove both operat¬ 
ing m the same are concurrently 
Which will it be? If We Scenic 
M«.i»oed i* to become a reality. 
WvPste* Contf must roll ig it** 
cillnliv# sleeve* and get dow n to 
We *e* >nn business e# c l ee n .ng 

« We lenda*«pe 
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LOGGING RAILROADS 
AND 

LOGGING CAMPS 


(By Gordon T. Hamrick - Continued from Page 6) 


At Bill McCourt’s Leatherwood 
camp, the family I visited was that 
of Ray Bright Ray was "lobby 
hog' for the camp. His son. 
Shirley, and I were in the same 
class and became great friends, 
i thought nothing of the four miles 
or so to hike to and from school. 
A ! I was interested in was what 
went on at the camp If I was 
lucky, one of the teamsters would 
even let me take his team to water, 
and it was really a thrill to be 
entrusted with the care of those 
»timelt 

S *nc9 my father was a logging 
contractor, animals and I were 
no strangers However, my fa - 
ter used mostly mules on his 
fOb% and tor this reason, they were 
known as "The Jackass Jobs " 
Over the years, we had a variety 
tJ crdlert. some exemplary, but 
r*M.s'*y ornery There was "Mable~ 
••wt'e and intelligent, but she could 
wet stand a k*d There was 
George', who had as fowl a dis 
goertwn as anything or anyone I 
haee aver met He came from 
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farm. George retained his foul 
disposition to the end; he was 
never ridden, and to shoe him, it 
was necessary to rope him in the 
"stocks." 

Among the other animals, there 
was a pair of medium-weight hor¬ 
ses,named "Charlie" and "Fannie.” 
Charlie was of a placid disposition, 
and would stand while kids crawled 
around, over, and under him, or 
swung on his tail. He thought, 
however, that four-thirty a m. was 
a fine time to kick the siding off 
his stall. Every barn he was 
stsblod in could be recognized by 
the lack of siding around his stall 
"Fannie", while not as placid as 
“Charlie", was intelligent and easy 
to handle, indeed, like most women, 
she often had a mind of her own 
and acted without direction from 
the handler 

None of the animals my father 
used could be compered with the 
horses used by McCourt I did 
not realize until much later that 
the animals my father used were 
selected with a view toward their 
bemo able to move quickly. Me 
Court's animals, on the other hand, 
were selected for their ability to 
pull a heavy lead. 
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of the boarding hotu 
In later years. I sun 




From th« Kmcely Collection 

A P*r 3H & Curtin logging camp lacked much in appearance, but there was always good food 
m4 Ms el it. 


ir of greys which 
pouvh each The 
logging teams, had 
art rems Put a lit- 
Mck of on* of those 
a short rein, and 
<0 reached dow n to 
•s fomg off with a 



team had been well trained. 

In every logging camp, there was 
sure to bo a number of mongerels 
of indeterminate breed. We would 
borrow a lantern from the stable 
hand, cuff up a lazy dog or two. and 
set forth on a coon hunt The late 
Robert Rusrk once expressed the 
opinion that any man who wont 
coon hunting wes simply looking 
lor an excuse to get diunk end fall 
into a brier patch We didn't get 
dri**. but we did fell into a num¬ 
ber of brier patches and knocked 
eut the li^it The natural state of 


events is that you have no matches, 
and you are faced with the certain 
knowledge that between you and 
camp lie a number of brier patches, 
several miles of rough territory, 
a number of streams, all of ertnch 
are certainly inhabited by bears 
end other animals of strange sorts. 
Things like this lend a certain 
lest, not to say speed, to the re¬ 
turn tu camp We never did en¬ 
counter a coon - I don't know what 
we would have dore had we ac¬ 
cidentally tr ipped over one Pro¬ 
bably we would have been as sur¬ 
prised as the coon The dogs 
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Webster Springs, West Virginia, Around 1912 
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The Rise And Fall 
Of A Tourist Center 


by Gordon T. Hamrick 


Tha Mil well lay e* il had lam 
tha*« many thousand* of year*. 
ratling aa»ily in the hollow hand* 
of the rock* Born of the earth'* 
travail, the valley in which the 
tall wall lay had com* into beinq 
amid that period of mountain-boil 
dmg now known a* the Appalachian 
Revolution Amid the shattering 
of rock, the uplifting and tract 

urmg of a continental vertotore, 

great fault crack* opened in the 
earth'* cruet 

This wa* a lonely land, rent 
and torn by earthquakes, it* sur 
face shattered and cracked In 
an age long past, thorn had been 

greater rainfall and the area had 

rested under a warm, *hallow. in¬ 
land sea Following the uplifting 
of the mountain*, glacier* «pread 

down from the north and rainfall 

her erne greeter Deep valley* 
were carved into the land*capo, 

es the more resistant rock* on the 

channeled the run-off into 
stream* which gouged ever deeper 
•da the cru*1 of the earth 
After the glacier* retreated in 
•w country to the north, ramfatt 
her erne lee* Vegetation appeared 
ut ' *'«*•• of the rnmmtains A 
tr-iaie of wafer high on a ridge 
I .ii. a <rer * m the riM k and 


Ivg a 


Mk*U' 




at the salt spring. 

Time passed, and several thou* 
and years ago. a man ram* to drink, 
the first of ttur hunters and food 
gatherer* to find this remote spot 
The primitive man carried a stone 
hand axe and a throwing stick 
with a spear A deer came to drink, 
unaware that the hunter was crou¬ 
ched in the rock* and brush behind 
him The door heard the man whon 
he moved to make his spear-thrust, 
but it was too late. Tho hunter 
skinned out his victim, ate a part 
of it, and departed for the west 
Few hunters came so tar south 
or oast Hunting was good else- 
where, without crossing into the 
mountainous rogion Onlyintimes 
of necassity did hunters come so 
far south and east 

The whit* man settled the coast 
of North America, forcing the 
‘ tu a 


*• r ee* r«p 4 ,i*» paused along the 

"•*' »e dries of the salt solution 
thore wet « SeVwt rending «4 

'••• and tNe l M l ef the r 

ieiis«< a tow Ii 

* * •». *-•«.* n ,1 

*“*••»* r>l «>•**< «jj 




Indians, learning of the salt spr mg, 
returned here more frequently to 
hunt, yet, so far as ran tie deter 


In, or prior to, 178S, the valla* 
was visited by a bearded stranger 
<i while man named Abram Mein 
The locality subsequently bee am 
known os Fork Lick, since ttv 
salt lick which gave the site it’i 
name was located al the junctior 
of tho Elk River and theBackFork 
of the Elk River 

History does not record the name 
of the first svlller al fork Lick. 
When Webster County was created 
by an Act of the Virginia General 
Assembly, January 10, 1860. from 
Nicholas, Braxton, and Randolph 
counties, the statute provided that 
tho name of the seat of justice • 
or county seat - should be Addison 
(from Addison McLaughlin, the 
owner of the landon which the town 
was located) An Act ot the West 
Virginia Legislature m 1903 cha¬ 
nged the name to Webster Springs 
h* ArriiraW* iTmtr'ir*- 


WWt 


• plenlirw* 

named the 


river which (towed through the 
valley the Ilk Rive* Elk Ttsfcal- 
wah. n*er of fat alk * 


Wai Ootwtren the Slate* Mi*tory 
does not record the name of the 
•artiest pruprtaler to exploit the 

muter al propeH.es uf the f » >n » 

Mo—.oeW.endre.let-.-wr- 

nen evlsteht consequently. hsvar 

was timitied to mute trail Few 
travelers braved the wildernesato 
visit the mineral spring A grot# 








































































%tn*t 








C«*U<t>e* *> Cmt 

V* M.««M «l Om «r«» 











M#( rn Virginia 

•»« • OM'toMo *«M.rvg for ffvo 

H»rM U'^o‘r of Mivf 
> »#»» <» **• ^refitlo# lpr 1*4* fieri• I 

«f WD room*. • dtnirtg 
room • fr+il'oom fiirliih and 
H«m« m »t» t pM • N»%l of ottMf 


---r—^ 

and H#M%. «W 
W>f Stuffed « 
n*f!iv* Qomo « | 
b»*t*>). boor, p 
onimpl* lino 
pond m barp « 
and Vk 
•* 'Mr.Groo* 
*r©rr f*« MoU 












by Gordon T. Hamrick 


>»% lot •tod) AnAclolV* 

f" 9""* L»*i%«**«r* m <W) ctx« 







































0 , (hr and r«inf**l 

down 'x’Oi I D ,„.p valh’V* 

Drl .n,* , h „ |wK*«oar"< 

wr.r « "’^ r ’ n i ' Uo |,ock«on».n 

«. tb# «*or* rrt»'r" run 0 (f into 
r.dg** 

stream. ^"; h ^JV.rlh 

into '*>♦■ * ''treated in 

elsth?. .. 

oTthe slop®* of tho mountains A 
i. inkle of watoi bigfi on o rid(J« 
1 o « creek ■•• lho rock nml 


»n Uxt river bed. ter below On 
W, way through the rock strata, 
tha water bed picked up miner#! 

mTk m'VoTulion. end tho lest or 

tfw ijrojt reptiles paused along the 
river to drink of tho salt solution. 

There was a further rending of 
rock., and the last of the great 
reptile* vanished, a tew lingering 
on to color the'leaends of the Ind- 

,sn, who t-r/>io drifting down from 
tho north and from the west The 
first of the mammals came to drink 


uiinwAr i „ Ad, ’«"- camolodrin*. 

died ,IV h * lho tomtor *«* cro " 

him t!!' V rock% "nd brush behind 
ho m n rh T d °” r h "«rdth# man when 

h moved l„ make his M ,n 0 . - thrust. 
.i.„' . w * :> ,ou 'ate the hunter 
skinned out his victim, ate . part 
p' • " >d doportod tor tho west. 
Few hunter, r.amo so for south 
“7 ° 0,it Hunting was goou „, sc 
•ero. without crossing into tho 
mountainous region Only in times 
nl necessity did hunters com* so 
far south and east 

Tho white man sotllod the coast 
of North Amor.*", for 




the continent 
wave of .etttors moved westward, 
ovar forcing tha Indians deeper into 

^E7rT!tt?rTor oMfie continent. The 

Indians, learning of the salt spring, 
returned here more frequently to 
hunt; yet, so far as can be deter¬ 
mined. no Indian ever called the 
valley home. Game was plentiful; 
the Shawnee Indians named the 
river whu-.h lluwod through tho 
valley the Elk River Elk Tiskol- 
wah. "river of fat elk." 



Collection of Berlin Chapman 

The Webster Springs Hotel was during its oxistence(1904-1925) the 
argest frame building in the world having a total of 300 rooms. Many 
facilities even today considered luxuries were commonplace at this 
tourist center 



uf lho Elk River 

History does not record Ihe name J 
of the (irst settler at Fork Lick. I 
When Webster County was created I 
by an Act uf lh« Virginia General 3 
Assembly, January 10. I860, from ? 
Nicholas. Braxton, and Randolph || 

counties, the statute provided that ** 

tha name of tho seat of justice 
or county scat - should be Addison I 
(from Addison McLaughlin, the ' 
owner ot the t and on which tho tuvm j 
wot locatod) An Act ut lh« Wu«t 
Virgtntn Loqi«la\ur« m «.h« 


tk? The 


then Addison, one might ask? 
answer ia simple Money Tourist 
money Fork Lick was well known 

F ^lTarntn?rt! springs phior To ffiJ 

War Between the States. History 
does not record the name of the 
earliest proprietor to exploit the 
mineral properties of the spring 
However, roads and railroads war v 
non - evfstem ; cnhsequenfry, travel 
Will, timitiod to muto trail Few 
travelers braved the wilderness to 
visit the mineral spring. A group 
of enterprising businessmen, who 
se names are lost to history, pro¬ 
posed to change all this. In 1898or 
1B99, they chartered the Holly 
River Railroad Company, with a 
view of developing and offering 
rail facilities for the visitors to 
(then) Addison in the summer mon¬ 
ths for the purpose of drinking and 
bathing in the Salt Sulphur waters. 
Construction of the original unit 
of the Webster Springs Hotel was 
begun at about the same time. 

The Holly River Railroad Com¬ 
pany managed to complete con 
struction of a narrow-gauge rail¬ 
road as far as Hechmer on the 
Holly River in Webster County be 
fore it was acquired by the Holly 
River and Addison Railway Com¬ 
pany The line from Diana, on 
Holly River, to Addison, on the Elk 
River, was completed in 1901 or 
1902 Presumably, the Webster 
Springs Hotel had also been com 
pleted by this time, to handle the 
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. [1 f ^ > , , „ om 1 the name of tho 
r proprietor to exploit the 

miner •* properties of the 

Homrv- r( nasend.a.lroed.wUrW 

,.•'! m* miMfil *«>> ,rv 0 A 0' "**’ 

„ jnin a r» io»l to history, pro 

^ t(< ) | 0 cK^tQr oil this In 1896or 
1899 l*w« chartered the Holly 
R.vor Railroad Company, with a 
«.«w of developing and ottering 
r •>i facilities tor the visitors to 
ithen) Addison m the summer mon- 
p«s tor the purpose of drinking and 
Pethmg *n the Salt Sulphur waters. 
Obstruction Of the original unit 
o’ the Webster Springs Hotel was 
N^r at about the same time 
The Holly River Railroad Com - 
p*w managed to complete con¬ 
struction of a narrow gauge rail¬ 
road as far as Hechmer on the 
tfeity R .er n Webster Cocnty be 
* -r • • *« acquired by the Holly 
R>v*r and Addison Railway Com - 
pars The I me from Diana, on 
Hr * Riser, to Addison, on the Elk 

a .S' -at completed m 1901 or 
IK2 Presumably, the Webster 
Sp np Hotel had also been com¬ 
peted by th'S time, to handle the 


Webste 

The author has attempted to identify the majority of the buildings shown in the 
above photo by talking with several of the town's residents who could remember 
Webster Springs of 1912 The type of building or the owner and in some cases 
both are: (1) Flem Hamrick; (2) Woodale; (3) Daily Blacksmith Shop; (4) Methodist 
Church; (5) Dormitory; (6) Tom Daily; (7) Woodsel; (8) Skidmore (9) Dr. McLaugh' 


The Salt Sulphur Well drilled by 

and tStO to a depth of MB feet was * tourist attr 
until it was eventually allowed to fni 1 *"*• rum 


Collection of Georgia Donald 
i betwee n t It and Hally Rivers 
t atang railroad 


expected influx of tourists. 

It is hardly a coincidence that 
the name of the town was changed 
to Webster Springs in 1903; that 
construction of the now famous 
Webster Springs Hotel was begun 
m 1904. and that the Honorable 
John T McGrow chartered the 
West Virginia Midland Railroad, 
which swallowed the Holly River 
and Addison Railway Company, in 
1905 


The Honorable John T McGraw. 
from Grafton. W Va . was a man 
of vision and ambition. He owned 
timber and mineral interests in 
the Webster Springs area Devel¬ 
opment of the industrial interests 
required a railroad; why not devel¬ 
op the tourist facilities at the some 
time? And Col. McGraw forthwith 
set forth to make Webster Springs 
one of the nation's best known 


tourist attr 
The Wesl 
road, a bra 
Ohio Railr 
masterpiec 
mg by mei 
ross the r 
•nd Elk R. 
cuts, and a< 
the appro? 
was as cun 









Webster Springs, West Virginia, An 


(10) Wysong; (11) Dyer; (12) Rimfire Hamrick; (13) Withers (14) Moi 
Talbot Hotel; (16) Kelly Hamrick; (17) Currey; (18) Hamrick Hotel; (19) 
(20) Cosh store; (21) Valley Hotel; (22) Hotel Rutherford; (23) Dr 
Hmtt; (25) Benetdy; (26) Arthur; (27) Oakland Hotel; (28) Church; (29) C 
Webster Echo; (31) Bank; (32) Couch Store; (33) Jail; (34) Court 


a movie director. 

The Webster Springs Hotel, at 
that time the largest frame build¬ 
ing in the world and the second 
largest hotel in West Virginia, 
was a suitable setting for the 
scene Built largely of native 
lumber, the Webster Springs Hotel 
boasted of 300 rooms, a dining 
room, a ballroom, Turkish and 
Russian baths, plus a host.of other 


amenities, s 
miniature gc 
bles, thebes 
Deep carpel 
and halls; t 
none. Stuff* 
native game 
bison), be a 
animals - I 
pond in ba< 
geese and < 
as “McGr 
from the t 










irginia. Around 1912 

***,.,k (IS) Withers (14) Morion’*; (35) Church. (36) Hicks Building. (37) Skidmore Hotel; (38 

«m •«„*.. .» Hold (19) Nicho Peoples Store, (40) Trecy Building. (41) Truman Rose. (42 

Mo»# (23) Or Allan Star#; (44) Emtk Law Office; (45) Stable; (46) While; (47) P 

(Ml H..|« 1 73) Curtey, Store. (49) Klondike, (50) Drug Store and Post Office; (5 

Mr.# (ll> Ja.i 1 34 ) C*Mjrl House, (52) Bowling Alley; and (53) Webster Springs Hotel. 



amenities, such as bowling alleys. Woll (Contrary to popular belief. 
rtvn.etu«v golf courses, riding sta the Salt Sulphur Well is not the 
Mr* thcbvst fishing in the country original Fork Lick Spring The 
' k v«v carpeting floored tho rooms spring, located as it was, at the 

ev) h«»i% the food was second to junction of the Elk and Back Fork 

rvw Stuffed and mounted heads of of the Elk. suffer ed from pollu 

rv»t .e game deer, elk. buffalo( or tion by flooding following each 

f %sr> bear plus a host of lesser heavy ram Addison McLaughlin 

% imed the hallways A drilled the Salt Sulphur Well some- 

pend m back of the hotel sported time between the years of 1850 and 

arxj duvks A walkway known 1860, in search of salt brine. The 

»\ McGraw s Promenade” led Well, reaching a depth of 169 feet, 

the Hotel to the Salt Sulphur draws mineral water(s) from two 
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id 1912 

i htj.ih (Ml Hick% Building, (37) Skidmore Hotel, (38) Gregory Hotel; (39) 
r*or«» * Store (40) Trecy Building. (41) Truman Rote, (42) Miller; (43) Feed 
v , 44) I n„t lew Office; (45) Stable; (46) White. (47) Pool (48) Gillespie's 

St*r# |4<) Klondike. (50) Drug Store and Poet Office; (51) Moore'e Shoeehop; 
,s:’ Bowling Alley, and (53) Webeter Springe Hotel. 
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Weti (Contrary to popular belief, 

I fu> Salt Sulphur Well it not the 
original Fork Lick Spring. The 
\t ' located a% it wai at the 
i**k t»on of the Elk and Back Fork 
of the Elk. suffered from pollu¬ 
te by flooding following each 
heavy ram Addison McLaughlin 
* lied the Salt Sulphur Well some- 
t-mo between the years of 1850 and 
1880 in search of salt brine The 
A reaching a depth of 169 feet, 
mmeral water(s) from two 



difforent levels The water from 
this woll is unique in the high 
carbon dioxide content, which gives 
it it's characteristic "bite " No 
other well in the state can claim 
such a distinction.- 

By the time Col. McGrawchart¬ 
ered the West Virginia Midland 
Railroad in 1905, the trickle of 
tourists into Webster Springs dur¬ 
ing tho summer months had become 
a torrent Hotels sprang up. as if 
by magic, although many of them 
were hardly qualified for the name, 
even by the standards of that day 
In one of the earliest known pic¬ 
tures of Webster Springs, taken 
shortly after the turn of the cen¬ 
tury. no fewer than eight hotels are 
identifiable, including the Webst¬ 
ar Springs Hotel According to 
senior citizens, there have been 
no fewer than twenty two hotels 
located m Webster Springs at one 
time or another during the past 
Seventy years 
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The Rise Anil Fell Of A Tourist Cw\V? 

<•» Oa*de* T H#mru% fr«n f ^ $.) 


#**S •# t * *« IN !»»*« IMliMl 

«* 9» mM W W» 

«W» #Wt>^ « » | l » »M C«T) 

r4(fcft*r* 

' OMO tad * _ . »M*|• C«rr| 

cmf l«fi (A»»b ^ fee** n th# 
*mw*4 f0 <0m '*hm* ifwl l»n^ 
rtho iir^vd 

1* *lpw <£*%* * _ No!#!' 

c#n **# mi b*p»’~i 
•Mt * frt ONf logriil Ik 
•WH offered by 

** Sr-'V* Hofei, no 

MOW* •M^aomnfof facilities 
** pace w.* the tour >%t 

+-*** frm. Ve<t M r, a tn«- 

*** ***■••** of professional men 

m hw notably doc Ion 


M f il Net only would Wwy m(I 
r*#l e«!«te th»y Old not own. they 
erowld eel I in* urn* piece of pro 
perty three or four hmes Low 
yer« d«d i booming butrnm m 
fhoee days I 

Pedestrian traffic in Webster Sp 
rings m early days seems to have 
been something of a venture m 
denng Main Street was paved 
from the vicinity of the Oakland 
Hotel to the Court House, around 
the river aide of the Court Square 
and possibly a* far as Union Street 
Sidewalks are visible in the lower 
end of town, the street is of mud. 
and crossing was accomplished at 
the risk of being mired down A 


Analysis Of Salt-Sulphur Water 

count house well 

<A4d.Mn Mi l auyhlm Wall) 

Wrtst« Springs. W. Va. 


prwsH from fee re*t of « 
*o*% eeperatmg fe* i 
the goat*. to to tpe* 
boerdwolk. known n 
Lane, ran up Back F 
gwwrol area of what 
Street In the rest < 
rocks were set on end 
ettsl. b etwe e n the n 
wagon w h eels, tor pc 
cross, and woe be 
pedestrian who lost 
while crossing 

The early proprte 
star Springs to seen 
too busy separatm 
from his money to < 
•Itonal facilities for 
at ton 

The Tracy buildii 
skating rink (and i 
high school m the 
bowling allay was r 
ter of town along th 
and the Klondike, of 
took his girl foranici 
was located m am of 


Df I Tourist Center 


from (ho »oat of Iho (own* 
folk % «opor atmg (ho »ho«p from 
If*, vjools to to tpi'ak Another 
boatdwalk. known as “Lovor'a 
lor*.* ran up Back Fork in tho 
gonoral im<i of what i» now Boll 
SI. »>. ( In (ho rosf of (ho town, 
» ot kt wof t* tot on end in tho stro 
ot(t). botwoon tho ruts mado by 

" • : «•' • ■ ■■ •<" p.d.str I an*, to 

cross. and woo bo to tho poor 
pedestrian who lost his balance 
while crossing 

Th«* oarly proprietors in Web 
ster Spr mgs to seom to have boon 
too busy separating the tourist 
from h*s money to construct add¬ 
itional facilities for tourist recre¬ 
ation 

The Tracy building housed the 
skating rink (and als o the first 
h*gh school in the county.) Tho 
bowling alley was near the cen¬ 
ter of town along the river bank, 
and the Klondike, where a fellow 
look his girl for an icecream cone, 
was located in one of tho buildings 
just up the street Recreational 
faoi t es. other than these, seem 
•d have been non-existent, except 
P©ss*bly for a pool hall. 

Contrary to popular belief, it 
we* net the frequent fires that 
r avaped Webster Spr mgs that spel - 
h* death of tourism as an 
By the time the Webster 
'*' "*9* Ho**! was destroyed by fire 
«* ft;* tourism was already dead 
•* • he* mg bean dona in by 

wiPnitM» bn»upi > »i ( t notably 
‘ ^ sm *n Webster 

Ige egi Saf > »e hwd a f enith some 

**•*• tflj pr Iff) and 

’ IM tdb Sal ibatif f#iten 



The Oakland Hotel, 
Webster Springs. 


from all over the eastern part of 
the United States flocked to these 
operations, “dead-heading"on log¬ 
ging trains; walking, travelling as 
best they could. Every town was 
full of uncouth ruffians, often 
drunk, always belligerent. And. 
always, there was the ever-pre¬ 
sent prospect of open warfare be 
tween tho foreign railroad men - 
track crews - and the lumbermen, 
as can be attested by any news¬ 
paper of the period 

Add to these facts the destruc 
tion of the game habitat caused 
by logging, the destruction of the 
Clear truut streams caused by 
erosion, and the picture becomes 
more grim And. along about this 
time, the American public had 
developed its love affair with the 
automobile, and “auto camping** 
was the rage Auto roads were 
non existent in Webster County, 
tourists shunned the County At 
the time the Webster Springs Ho 
tel burned in lift, at the heart 
el We tourist lessen, it reputedly 
hed a tetpl el eight peymg guests 
and. Aar seme year s. had been a 
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struct tourist fa 
the tourist, orwt 
the tourist and 
lilies to care for 
question,- one is 
other Without tl 
no need for the 
the facilities, th 
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them, the fact I 
profitless with 
road 

Those who 
pest and talk i 
should take I 
Bottom and A 
past Wendt 
atop the tour 
ster Spr mg* 
tree lined b 


i*:*! » 









§7 0 Sp r **> 0 » Hotel was dextroyedby fir* 

744 o ,n IW 5 , tourism was already dead 

SI 0 •* • «*><*>. having been done in by 

>4**0 •«<*#*»•■.«t development . notably 

* j lumbering Tourism in Webster 

Mee« V> r had reached a Jfenith some 

/0 0 where about 1® 12 or 1913 and. 

Proeewt from that date, had steadily fallen 

off ft was no coincidence that the 
•Oil n decline in tourism was arr.ompan 

_ 4 »»«J by the development of lumber 

'Wvjd *»>Q 

As any old timar can relate, 
•arty loggers were a breed apart 
••■t^rs hmm rrther people Fiercely in¬ 

dependent. they were a wander mg 
g* «M?. following the logging camps, 
and wort mg at each camp just 

-s* *ebr . g enough lo build a stake to reach 

■*. Vwwi * P the next operation. As a rule, the 

' f if i TIT T i" were a hard-working group 

P det • w a*wn in camp, outside of camp. 

• Itftiti of Vkey wore a hard-dr inking, profane 
^ ^ Hi^tr and belligerent crew. Few tour¬ 
ists who had the misfortune to be 
on the same train with a crew of 
ten tumbermen(or wookhicks) 
wou'd cere to repeat the expert - 
•nee Even more to the point, 
the townspeople quickly learned 
•set the loggers demanded less 
a the way of accomodations than 
Ad the tourists, and were, conse- 
qpeantfy. easier to separate from 
Wm*r money The quality of hotel 
occe n sadetions declined, and so 
Ad the isanbsr of tourists The 
Oee>and and Webster Springs hot 
OH attempted to momtam stand 
•rde. hut >1 was a losing battle 
The headwaters of the Elk. Geu 
log. thdy. Williams, and Cran 
Worry rreeve were die last i*> 
hw»>f (VfM tunhar * the east 
pee t p .h d foies IM the l*n 
•ae ehrteii MWr We 
imsw Cmooit t d n the West 


•hi fka (hu 
Ipde* (re 
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he* wiAiPnl 
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time, the American public had 
developed its love affair with the 
automobile, and "auto camping" 
wan the rage Auto roads were 
non existent in Webster County I 
tourists shunned the County At 
the time the Wobxt.r Ho 

V ,u . n ° m 1925 - •* <Ho Heart 
of the to U r,*t season. ,t reputedly 
had a total of e.ght paymg ^ 
and. for some years, had been a 

white elephant. 

The Depression came along; Col 
McGraw passed away and his estate 

went in liquidation. The real es¬ 
tate and railroad eights in Webster 
County were purchased by Pardee 
& Curtin; the real estate was re¬ 
tained and the railroad rights were 
sold to the Western Maryland Rail¬ 
way Passenger service from 
Central ia had been discontinued; 
Western Maryland Railway had 
never offered passenger service. 
The track from Central ia was tom 
up for scrap and the rolling stock 
junked. The section of West Vir¬ 
ginia Midland Railroad toward 
Bergoo was standardized and con¬ 
nected with the former Greenbrier. 
Cheat and Elk Railroad which ran 
up Elk River, to Elkins. The Back 
Fork section of the West Virginia 
Midland Railroad was tom up for 
scrap early during World War II. 

Meantime, the early inferior 
•arthorn roads of the Cotnty had 
been replaced by. or were being 
replaced by. roads more suited to 
automobile travel, however, auto 
travel on any W«bster Cocnty road 
was still something of an adven¬ 
ture. the roads being generally 
steep, narrow, and rough The 
start of construction of State Route 
20 m ttrt revived talk of Webster 
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tri fhe way Of Kcomoaniws mwi 
did the tourists. and were. cons* 
partly. easier to separate from 
thrir monvy The quality of hotel 
erromodetion* doc I mod. end so 
d«d the mimlfor of tourists Tho 
OokltfKl end Webster Spr mgs hot 
r * attempted to mimliin stand 
**.«» Pul it wa% • losing battle 
IN* Heed*«ter« of tho F Ik Gau 
c Holly. Will*am». and Cron 
(«*'V fivers wore the last un 
virgin timber in the east 
e** tjo».ted state* When tho lum 
interests. notably tho Spruce 
L«at^rf Company!later tho Wost 
V»r *•«"# Ru*p and Paper Company) 
»-*j Vx Cherry River Boom and 
Company, began opera- 
tho death knelt for tourism 
•%j«i voonded The Spruce Lumber 
Comport operation* in Webster 

Unh bo-gar about 1913; tho 
Cherry River Boom and Lumber 
Compare operations about 1907, 
• ~ Pa Gau ley River section be- 
a pa a a d about 1917 Loggers 
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Fork section of the West Virginia 
Midland Railroad was torn up for 
snap early during World War II 
Mnantime. the early inferior 
oarlhorn roads of the County had 
boon replaced by. or were being 
roplar nd by. roads more suited to 
automobile travel, howovor, auto 
tr avel on any Webster County road 
was still something of an adven 
turn, tho roads being generally 
stoop, narrow, and rough The 
start of construction of State Route 
20 in 1925 rovived talk of Webster 
Springs becoming a tourist center. 
This talk continued intermittently 
throughout the Depression and cul¬ 
minated in the Rhododendron Fes¬ 
tivals of 1938 through 1942. These 
Festivals were the dying gasp of 
attempts to reestablish a tourist 
industry. Apparently, the pro¬ 
moters had yet to learn the lesson 
of their predessors; industrial de¬ 
velopment and tourism aren’t com- 
atible In this case, the "wood- 
hicks'* had been replaced by min¬ 
ers and nothing else had really 
changed 

Since the "crash" of coal mining 
during the late 1950 s. there has 
been talk of Webster Comity be¬ 
coming a tourist center Various 
studies have cited all the attract* 
tons the spectacular scenery, 
the rivers, the remote location 
The same studies also ote le 
problems • lack of facilities, re 
and capital to construe* mod 
•«n facilities _ 

Uu*h effort, lime end money. 
He* toon spent on the 4M**t -n e# 
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th# fount! tod thou build* fact 
Itfto* fo r»M» for him II it • moot 
Ou#«t»on. o«# it aaa#ntial to th# 
©thar Without tha tountt, thar a it 
no r»##d for th# facilltiat, without 
the fariltltat. the tountt will not 
be oftr •« ted to tha Inc tie What 
it roquirod it a prngi am of mod 
• i at ion which can attract th# tour 
tat Q* actually and. at tha aama lima, 
providv for him Tha Scamc Rail* 
rood will not. in itaalf. attract 
avfftctant tounttt unlatt adaquata 
faciltliat ara availabla to tarva 
ftatn. tha facilitiat alona will be 
proMlatt without tha Scamc Rail* 
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Th o t a who want to liva in tha 
patf and tali of a "tountt industry" 
thou Id Ula a walk throu^t Mot a I 
Bottom and look at tha rolict of tha 
fatl tAfandali Moovor't houta titt 
•«W 9m loudction of tha old Wat) - 
Ha lp##fiMottl A pari of tha 
troo IMcOowPromanada can 
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whether if is necessary to con- 
struct tourist facilities to attract 
too tourist, or whether one attracts 
too tourist and then builds fact* 
lities to core for him It is a moot 
Question, one is essential to the 
other Without the tourist, there is 
no need for too facilities, without 
too facilities, too tourist will not 
to attracted to toe locale What 
is rewired «s a program of mod 
e#et*n whKh can attract too lour 
•%« piftoly and. at too same lime, 
fo to ii e tor tow» the Scon*< fta<> 
#wed anil not. an itself, attract 
to#** tod tounsts to*e*% a to i p ii to 
toe toe *•#•*«**« to Stoee 
*•••* tow *m -f oe atono toll to 

wdhto • towuf tow k«M fta»t 
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LOGGING 

LOCOMOTIVES 

iBy G Ltroy Crialtp - 
Continued from Pago 4) 

m n wh.«h might havo made it but 
tfw* lato entry into tho fiold 
arnf the Baldwin Locomotive Wo 
rfc»* daemon to concentrate on tho 
art»ciilat*d logging locomotive 
Th# Me •»I a r gave the Shay a run 
•or «lt money in th® logging in- 
dkr%f» jr The principle wesaimi- 
>ar tut the overall design was dif 
•erent The Heitler could in an 
eatcenot>ve %en«e be termed a 
"V 7" %mce it hed two largo cy- 
***** % pointing down and inward 
below the ate am dome m a **v M 
•hape The connecting rod* turned 
e crane deft which attached to a 
har.fewlal dr iveehaft attending un* 
0m 9m b oil er much oa m the Shay 
Th» OienMh «•« divided by 
+»•+*%& |>nt » , and beveled enda 
d ba «M1 mol one bale of each 
v *4 a wamh n o Vw differential 
td an «daeMb*lf The ether eale 
ad earn Owl <M not touch te 
b* * » tbedt aabaf fe ahwliea 
ie aiuMiww aaidbi e—wlbi rodlePwa a 
b* aMenitf be ba hndwtal 

ab*** * i.ee u 'aad »i » *« • 

li ta aim a* we be »e * ban auee 

ad be «ga *wbM a* * an ge *** 1 «—* be 
ng baa bwenwwv a peba baa aw 

aw %• be * #• wm 

at*« b Up en unr «w 4ht bw tW 
thN*.**> a» «ri # ba dbe pare! 
w,awift'a»» bie y i 1 ! *aweawgtn 




mw twHivumyruui turiwa 

a rrenkahaft which attached to a 
honvontel dr *vaahaft •«tending un 
»ha hot l*r much a* in th» Shay 
The drive shaft was divided by 
i«iivtr %al joint*, and beveled on da 
of the shaft mat one a* lo of each 
truck much as in the differential 
of an automobile The other axla 


.•f each truck did not touch the 



driveshaft. instead, the wheel* we 
r e connec ted by e metal rod to thoae 
driven directly by the horizontal 
theft Supposedly the Heitlar eat 
to be easier on the rails because 
of the cylinder arrangement ba 
lancing the downward piston force 
as opposed to the lopsided cylinder 
arrangement on the Shay The 
Metelar as did all the other geared 
Komotives simply came along too 
fata to establish as good a ra¬ 
ped at* on as the Shay 

The Climax locomotive had only 
two cylinders at in the Heislar. 
fed they were placed on opposite 
s*des of the boiler near the smoke- 
boa pomtmg toward the reer and 
dtMwvwerd The valve gear was of 
a more traditional type, and the 
connecting rods attached to a fly* 
■hwi an each s*dt which »n turn 
litarfsad to jack or cross shafts 
e» l a *v »n g under the boiler from 
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Collection of G. Leroy Crisis 

-Vr HAlUlt " T ' M8ER COMPANV 'S articulated. Mallet type locomotive wasbu.lt by Baldwin 

PM 

-S • i an effect on the sales of tho Shay. Now the woods no longer resojnd who ran them still haul loads of 

*• ^ ^ and th.s combined with increasing with the music of logging loco- logs to the mil Walk alonq C n* 

costs for the development of now motives - they are strangely si- of these abandoned grades and sw 

•a * the forms of geared locomotives, cau- lent. The development of the log where hgndr»ds of men worked to 

!••<? jn - r r sod Baldwin to revert to the con- truck spelled the end of the log- build 3rd mamta r the railroad 

‘ ««rm»ct»d to struction of the articulated type ging railroad which had served its which was soquickly remcvedwtwn 

K r- 5 ’• *•* *omotive which was a type al- purpose, and as it had replaced the job was over Listen car*- 

’ t*-s* vrj«ts ready famliar to the shops at less methods, it too had to be cast f u |i y and you can hear what 

•rt* tw* tneth Philadelphia, and could easily be aside in favor of progress. The some may dismiss as the wind 

■*•••*» lared seen to have a great potential for grades remain, and althoughover- whistling through the trees, but it 

rfae* o# quickly hauling large loads of logs grown with the forest, they can still just might possibly be a vo ce 

on moderate grades once the gear- be seen reaching up into the moun- from the past. Perhaps *t's old 

t*©ugf» effect ad locomotives had hauled them tains. Perhaps the ghosts of the number si> bringing m the last 

mj*«- much of down from the mountain* geared . locomotives and the men load of logs for the day 








Collection of G. Leroy Cnslip 


WEYERHAEUSER TIMBER COMPANY'S articulated. Mallet type locomotive was built by Baldwin 

in 1934 


Mm differed from this 

instead of resembling a Climai. 
*t had almost all the lines of the 
Irf ey e*cept that its three cylinders 


an effoct on the sales of the Shay, 
and this combined with increasing 
costs for the development of new 


Now the woods no longer resound who ran them st. 1 1 
with the music of logging loco- logs to the nn.ll ^athaong 

motives - they are strangely si- of these MM9"**^££ 

w . . _» -I uihoro himdreds of men woi^eu 


Collection of G. Leroy Critlip 
v** Of THE BALDWIN locomotive Works’ attempts at a geared locomotive greatly resembled 
ex Sha* th. m.,or difference being the placement of the cylinders. This model was construct- 
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Collection ol U. Leroy Lnsi p 

A Cltti C Shay of the Greenbrier, Choat & Elk is typical of the locomotives used on logging 
nilrn4. 


a *u' Hcodt-d l !«• » *>4 tan hound. In a senso, I was "educated" by have to. He knew. 

** ul his father was tho personnel associated with log- Another nameless individual 

•■Mar TW.__ VI- Mr.. I n< IKnm uiorn I.nui.rl. cuiimnnr in the woods - taught me 
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ogging Railroads And Logpj 


by Gordon T. Hamrick 


As “si 


„ senior" member of tho 
raifroed writers" other than 
5h#r ' tf Given. - | am the only 
member old enough to remember 
logging trains of the 1930 's 
end to have been in the logging 
camps | would like to share with 
the readers some of my recollect¬ 
ions of logging camp life. 

The earliest thing I can remem¬ 
ber i S the aftermath of the "Fourth 
of Ally Flood"(July 2, 1932. on 
Leather-wood Creek) At the time 
• mss not quite two years old, but 
l can recall, as vividly as if in a 
photograph, the twisted rails of the 
Pardee and Curtin Lumber Com¬ 
pany logging railroad near home, 
where Leatherwood Creek had wa¬ 
shed a trestle out. 


Interspaced 
aiong the twisted rails were scat¬ 
tered t.es, and the whole was sus¬ 
pended by rock abutments made up 
y Vie remains of the railroad 
grad* 

i teamed my numbers long be 
I reached school from the num - 
bars an Via Pardee and Curtin 
trams | no longer remember 
any near worked on which 
tr*e» k aa ei ar. at that time, I 
b ee wet ewty Vie tram number. 
M area ewpeiear, fireman and 
bVi w w And these individuals 
eei newer law Way la five • fr• - 
we«e le a l«ftte bey with his 
•we* tint m Vw fence soger at mg 
•w wrt tree* He rplisat gab 
woe Ve <*f an me*d 
bwt tag W a* w t h a hewry teod 
* *a§a fsemf to a iVy 01 freed 



fi«d. He thought for sure that he 
would lose his job. A company 
carpenter came and repair ml the 
hole in the roof; the incident was 
never again mentioned. 

I can also remember that during 
this time, the track crew would 
pay as much as a whole dim e to 
a very small boy for lugging a 
very large bucket of water to a 
thirsty crew. I made a sight uf 
money that summer. 

At this time, the late William 
"Bill" McCourt was logging in 
Blazed Fork(so-called "Peaceful 
Valley" because the inhabitants 
were forever fighting) and mPow 
ell Fork (3 A Hollow). I may or 
may not have been in these logging 
camps, but I do know where they 
were located. 

One thing always associated with 
Bill McCourt’s logging camps was 
a kerosene-burning refrigerator. 

I think the refrigerator was built 
on the spot; when the job was com¬ 
pleted, the equipment was discard¬ 
ed At any rate, every camp site 
I havo ever visited could be dis¬ 
tinguished by the remains of the 
refrigerator (the first time Mound 
one of these. I went home and told 
my father I had found a moonshine 
still Me came and examined it 
and nearly laughed himself sick 
To him, it was the funniest thing 
iMKe the Black Plague ) Just 
last summer, I was wander >ng 
arwnd mi a portion of Blared Fork 
V«el I Vwugfit had never been too 
ifed by man I was wrong There. 

•» life lay Vw remaps of 
ewe *« Bill 



.fereferi 


«**» awe we to* •*«/* Hey 


A Class C Shay 
railroads. 


a full-blooded black and 
the identity of his f: 
never determined, 
assortment of canine t 
an attitude of "what the 
this hunting is tin ” 
willingly hunt anything 
swam, crawled, or fie 
bay a bear if called u| 
lacking other things 
would spend patient 
creek, trying to cat 
To my knowledge, he 
inythi^9* ^ 

Among other traits. I 
«0 to chasing a.rplar 


nti pe 


wide be 


*pe»a«ng 






prwiugrapn. u».> iw.st.nl r«il» a l lh« 
f’ardoo and Curtin Lumhiu Com 
pany logging railroad noar homo, 
whore Leather wood Crook hadwu 
*hod a trestle out Interaparod 
along the twisted r ails woro scat 
ter ed ties, and the wtiolo was sus 
pended by rock abutment* made up 
of the remains of tho railroad 
gr ade 

I learned my number s long be 
for I reached school from tho num 
ber s on the Pardee and Curtin 
trams. I no longer remember 
which engineer wot kod on which 
train, however, at that time, I 
knew not only tho train numbor, 
but also engineer * fireman and 
brakcmen. And. those individuals 
were never too busy to givo a fri 
endly wave to a little boy with his 
nose stuck in the fonce separating 
the yard from the railroad grade 
There was the day an inward- 
bound log train, with a heavy load 
of logs, ground to a stop in front 
of the house, and two burly brako 
man jumped off. armed with brake 
>'ons. and beat the stuffing out of 
a rattlesnake that had been so in¬ 
judicious as to stray into the vic- 
inity T^ eir^m i s s i nn ac com pl ish - 
BPakemen clambered back 
aboard, and the train continued on 
its way 

I suppose i received my first 
lessons in interracial relation¬ 
ships along the togging railroads. 
The track crews for Pardee and 
Curtin were composed of "Tallies” 
(ttai ans). there was Big John and 
L'ttfa John. Big Louie and Little 
Lou**, and a host of others, the 
names of whom I have forgotten 
Thera was tha day whan Big John 
was Supervising the construction 
10 a »>dmg near home The for- 
•wan m charge of blasting, over- 
ast m ated Via charge of explosives, 
and tha racks ramad down in our 
yard One went thr ou&> tha roof 
a* hi Nmi B*g John wasmorti 


Valley" because the inhabitants 
were forever fighting) amt mPow 
ell Fork (3 A Hollow) I may or 
may not have been in these logging 
camps, but I do know where they 
wore located. 

One thing always associated with 

Bill Mi.Court's logging camps was 
a kerosene burning refrigerator 
I think the refrigerator was built 
on the spot, when the job was com¬ 
pleted. the equipment was discard 

ed At any rate, avery camp sita 
I have ever visited could be dis 
tinguishod by tho remains of tho 
rofrigerator (the first tim© I found 
one of these. I wont homo and told 
my father I had found a moonshine 
still Ho camo and examined it 
and nearly laughed himself sick. 
To him, it was the funniest thing 
since the Black Plsguo.) Just 
last summer, I was wandering 
around in a portion of Blazed Fork 
that I thought had never been tou¬ 
ched by man. I was wrong. There, 
big as life, lay the remains of 
one of Bill's refrigerators. How 
they got there. I’ll never know 
I suspect some enterprising soul 
had started to pack them out, 
had found them a trifle fy^vv and 
had abandoned them where TTBi 
them. 
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Wid 


* full - blooded black and t» 
tho identity of his fad- 

never determined. Th 
assortment of canine trs 
an attitude of "what the h 
this hunting is fun." 
willingly hunt anything th 
swam, crawled, or flew 
bay a bear if called upo 
lacking other things 
would spend patient hi 
creek, trying to catd 
To my knowledge, he n 
anything, but he gave r 
Among other traits. h« 
ed to chasing airplane 
and people - learned t 
wide berth. He wi 
eighty pounds , all i 
and had a dispositic 
-Eew people cared to I 
cond time 


As a lad, I removed myself 
from parental supervision as qui 
ckly and frequently as possible. 
In the company of cousins or 
neighborhood kids, I set off to con¬ 
quer the countryside, armed only 
with an airgun or bow and arrow. 
No one seemed to mind where we 
wont. After all. the dog knew his 
was home, even if we didn't. 

Every kid my age had a dog of 
some sort or another - always a 
mongrel In my case, my canine 
companion over the years was a 
black and tan mongrel of indeter¬ 
minate breed His mother hedbeen 


As I grew older, 
camps progressed fu 
therwood Creek, wi 
located at the Forks 
wood Although thi 
two and a half milei 
it was well within 
my wanderings, arx 
attractive to a smal 
Belle Payne, the cook 
Collins, the cookev. 
good for a liberal!' 
cherry pie and a ci*> 
Carnation milk. For 
was always a chenk 
or a bone Natural 
point to pass throogi 
frequently as possAI 

















Collection of G. Lore 

A CUii C Shay of tha Grvenbrier, Cheat & Elk it typical of the locomotive* use* 
railroad*. 


a Ml blooded black and (anhound; 
the identity of hit fathor wat 
never determined. This noble 
aetortment of canine traits owned 
attitude of “what the hack boyt, 
r i hunting it fun ** He would 
y y hunt anything that walked. 
t«e»-n crawled, or flew He would 
bey a bear if called upon to do to; 
act >ng other things to do. he 
would spend patient hours in the 
creel, trying to catch minnows 
To my knowledge, he never caught 
ar f *h -g. but he gave it a good try. 
Among other traits, he was addict* 
*4 la chasing airplanes Things * 
rii people learned to give him a 
berth Ho woi^ed about 
i pusaxH . all of it muscle, 
put fiwd a disposition to match 
-iawaana <aret ke try b*m a w 

Aa I fr m cider, the logging 

c a mpi progressed further up Lea 

Pwrsaoad C'e*« eib one being 
««4M el «h» farts of Leader■ 

ewui tieHu/ Pus was some 


In a sonso. I was "oducatod" by 1 
the personnel associated with log 
Qing Most of them were unwash- 
od. unshaven, uneducated, and ad¬ 
dicted to strong drink on payday. 
They could not have bribed their 
way into a social club or church; 
yet, they were strangely gentle 
and patient with small boys. We 
didn’t swear, chew, or smoke in 
front of them for the simple rea¬ 
son that if we had. a large, cal¬ 
loused hand would have descended 
resoundingly on our posterior. 

I can no longer remember the 
names of many of the men I knew. 


have to. He kne< 
Another name 
swamper in the 
the elements c 
monstrating wf- 
placed a rock a 
under a pole. * 
me how to set 
saw and how t> 
axe. 

The blacksr 
a fascinating 
smith was bi 
let me turn tf 
There was 
seeing the a* 
piece ef me 





willingly Hunt anything that w«lkod. way into a so 
swam, crewted. or flow Mo would yot, thoy w „ 
hay a hoar if called upon to do *o, and patumt w 
taking othor thing* to do, ho didn't awnar, 
would apond patient hour* in tho front of thorn 
. , erk trying to catch minnow* *on that if w 
To my Knowledge, ho novor caught loused hand v 
aiiy thing, hut ho gave it a good try resoundingly 
Among other trait*. howas.nl■ I.. t 
od to chasing airplane* Things 
wvl pwople learned to givo him a 
widr berth Mo wotghed about 
eighty pound* . all of it musclo. 


under a pole 
me how to *et an 
saw and how to gt 
axe. 

The blacksmdl 
a fascinating pla 
smith was bus^ 
let me turn the I 
There was alv 
seeing the whit« 
piece of meta 


can no longer remember the 
o* of many of the men I know 


A» I grow older, tho logging 

x amps progressed furthor up Lea 

trwrwood Creek. with one being 
.voted at the Fork* of Leather 
«ood Although thi* was some 

two a half miles from home, 

• was well within the radius of 

- , ntfvdcrmgs. mi 9 ht y 

attractive to a small boy Mrs 

Be e Payne, the cook, end Warrick 

Cc «% the cookee. were always 
tor a liberally cut hunk of 
:fserry p.e and a cup of coffee with 
Ca* jv-on milk. For the dog. there 
mm a way* a chunk of com bread 
M bm Naturally I made it a 
po rt to past through the camp as 
ff*gaotlf a* possible 


From 

A logging camp crew was a rough lot, but these 
to talk with a small boy and bo* his ears «f I 
grownup. 

One such nameless individual, who "* tch,r>9 * 
had probably never heard of al- °" ** 
gebra. calculus, or geomatry. tau- metal n.. 
tfd me to scale a log without the was the 
use of a seal# stick I can still r 

remember hi* teaching -from the 
diameter of the smaller end. m 
inches. subtract four *<**/# on* , ^ 




From the Knicely Collection 
» A loggirg comp crow wot • rough lot, but these mm always found time 
•* •* Un w ith a small boy and box his oars if ho triad to swear lik« * 


(>*«■ sue* nameless individual, who 
had probably navor hoard of al - 
prO'a calculus, or geometry, tau- 
rnt to seal# a log without tha 
woe o# a seal# stick I can still 
ramo«rbor his teaching “from the 
diameter of tha smallar and, in 
«chas. subtract four, square one- 
tau’fi Via ramamdar. and multiply 
by b» m foot “ Many years 

a*ar I learned this was Doyle's 
flbda 9m ipurersaJly ac cap ted sc¬ 
at* As# bio hardwood industry 
*\ja* Rogtf s. who at that tima 
•at ‘wi ng tongs on a log loader 
Aar Par#** and Cotn. taught ma 
a*--fu« and bofancas by tha simple 
prsnmi ad damonslr at>ng what 
Mi.HI * we—* f 9a torgs wara 
*ma«f iff cantor an a log I 
ami d laa tadf ha s* laid ma 
pw Aarnuda iar doAoreiwng the 
Hr ts* lan ho API 


watching the dull red flakes fall 
off as the smith hammered the 
metal into shape. Then, there 
was the hiss of hot metal and 
water, as the finished article was 
plunged into water for the re¬ 
quired time. It was not until 
many years later that I realized 
that I had learned a great deal 
about tempering metals for vari¬ 
ous uses from the blacksmiths). 

The logging camps were always 
a fascinating place to visit. There 
were usually a few families pre¬ 
sent in each camp, most of whom 
had school age children I made 
a point of getting acquainted with 
these children, in hopes of being 
able to stay overnight at the log¬ 
ging camp 
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Collection of G. Loroy Critlip 

fiKoy of tt»* CrMAkritr, Cheat Ik Elk it typical of the locomotive* usad on logging 


vx i I an No^kI In • %mn%m. I wa« '©ducal ad" by bavo to. Ho know 

»at th* p«w «.>onp| associated with log Anothor nameless individual - „ 

TH.» not:# g-'vg Most of thorn worn unwash swamper in tho wood* tou^it m* 

" * t* . »»' «-.« od unshaven, unoducatod, and ad the olomonts of laverage by de 

k*»* J > ted to strong drink on payday monatratmg what happened if you 

•• - • T ’*V c iHild not havo bribed thoir placed a rock at different positions 

• » ‘ "»•* do a aortal club or church; under a polo Someone else taught 

"• • »« • tt»ey wore strangely gentle m# how to set and f11© a crosscut 

•»* ■ * * » ' pat ent With small boys. Wo saw and how to grind and file an 

1 ** ^ d*<ti t swear, chew, or smoke in **®- 

^ • ■** rw front of them for the simple roa- The blacksmith shop was always 

- . . .» w< t^at .f we had. a largo, cal- a fascinating place to visit. If the 

*^gr* used ' and would have descended smith was busy, he might even 

• a #-• . »•* undmgly on our posterior. let me turn the handle to the forge 

i «•«•» eii* • There was always the thrill of 

e ’ * *>;•» : can no longer remember the seeing the white sparks shoot off a 
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Collection of G. Leroy Crislip 

A Class C ^»hey of the Greenbrier, Cheat & Elk it typical of tha locomotives used on logging 


Mliiiert 
• i4af a«le 
•« 4 »- 
*•»* «f lh« 
tan itaiM 


a «ui blooded black and tan hound, 
the 'denlity of b <% f # ther wa% 
f»r*f determined This noble 
assortment of canine traits owned 
•° * !t pf the hack bo vs 


In a senso, I was “educated'* by 
the personnel associated with log¬ 
ging Most of thorn were unwash¬ 
ed, unshaven, uneducated, and ad 
di< ted to strong dr ink on navdav 


have to. He knew 

Another nameless indivtAial - a 
swamper in the woods - taught me 
the elements of leverage by de 
monstratinn what haooened if you 

































Scenic Railroads Are L 


\l»tm locomotive puffing and scr¬ 
eeching along. One can almost 
obtain a college education obser¬ 
ving and working with the people 
who come to ride the train. For 
too*# who own establishments that 
ret*r to a scenic tram crowd, their 
/of •• tremendous when it comes 
t.me to spend their profits. Those 
people who actually run the train or 
toper*.te operations feel greet 
tehtfacfien every time a capacity 
l tram chugs away from the 
white steam end black 
smaee Ming Pie sky 
fed ** genii mg and operating a 
« ro* freed •• net ail fun and 
games There •% a greet deal ©# 
*#e tea aa can> <n wg people 
a e<ew. i rpirppi *• a peed 
***** to v » h id Part ip else 
**•*• •• wo pt.ws pel |«mg te> 

aim>ng herd wet • s• oat wg a 
Ma>M * 'ev««i A terwad art 
ts h« gpebr Ceei> ms 


is secur 
the per 
compan 
Webster 
ate It 
vmce tl 
road O 

introduce a like measure on the end if t 
floor of the State Senate. But the fails to 
mere introduction of these vital West 

pieces of legisaltion does not guar- its pei 

antoe their passage Private in- use ths 
dtviduals will be talking with var- missior 
ious members of the state legis- plicetes 
lature in an effort to convince develop 

them that the Webster Randolph the tre 

Railroad will become a perman Railroa 
ant and paying proposition. But Railroa 
members of the general public " ,th 0 

can be of invaluable assistance namely 
in winning the support of the state nhich r 
legislature Legislators ere. after star 

ail. representative of the people. cise 

ad one can aspect them to favor vent #v 
something that the general public locomoi 
eve«s*elmingly fevers But the uce «•' 

pdbtK must inform its represent - 
elises el their ypwuen be A ar a the 
iig>l|l»»* can act eccorhngty 
TS a simplest ml meet effective 
method ef cemmumcetmg e*h 
I « *r* • s «s ««a *ersone! tad 
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wfutv %t»»am and black 
,moke fill »r»o lha »ky 

fl,,t or (jam /my and operating a 
latlroad la mil all Ion and 
Thpr o i« a greet do a I of 
»etiefection in convincing ponplo 
|i f «f * ecemc railroad i« a good 
pong t«> tiava Bui there la alao 
fmK h frustration and lime con 
•ummg herd mirk ,n croating a 
rMU railroad A aarioa of art 
k laa m the Webster County nows 
recently outlmod tho pro 
piama facod in planning the dove 
^vnmt ot tho Webster Randolph 
v»n . Railroad Peopl e to nd to 
depreciate something more it they 
' how that somethinq 

aorta or how it camo about To 
help people undaraland exactly 
it takes to croata a scenic 
railroad the following paragraphs 
anil summarize the problems in* 
•oived m the creation and opera 
Ian of a tourist attracting scenic 
rtalrood 

The Webster-Randolph Scenic 
Railroad will be owned and opera 
ted by the State of West Virginia 
and the Department of Natural 
ftasatwcet will be responsible for 
fee actual operation of the train 
l»*y« the Slate can own the rail - 
roe* toe West Virginia Legislature 
appropriate the f\#id* nec- 
•***» lee creating and developing 
toe railroad The first problem 
•dl toe RWiiti Randolph Scenic 
"^■f bacbors face is secur.ng 
** topper 1 ad toe West Virginia 
tow • ta toe point w h ore it 
1 m tog to adkanie krvh for to 
*»•*««* Pdtlii Canty Mem 
w d to ftowse «d Detopatos 0 
R top ■ • 

»MU She tope «d tte*epeto« eee eg 
»«•■»*«» to «^epr,eto tow 
wibai • * rti (pi Qtowwr ed 
toeto toe abi» b«e Pw 
<nnM *R toi p«i> p tVWsl peft 


can bo of invaluable assistant. narnel 
in winning the support of the state which 
legislature Legislators are. after %ter 

ell. roproeontative of the people. cise 
and ono can expect them to favor vent 
somothirig that the goneral public locor 
overwhelmingly favors. But the uce 

public must inform its represent car 

ativos of their opinion before the ^ 
legislators can act accordingly. • •». 

Th o simplest and most effective ^ p 
method of communicating with pu- *** 
blic officials is via personal let- 
tor Therefore it becomes the 
responsibility of each citizen wV*»> 
favors the Wetoste* Randolph 
onic Railroad to inform his re- , 
presentatives that he favors the 
project. 

For those people who do not 
write letters because they "just 
can't put it in writing" the editor 
of this special newspaper has pre¬ 
pared a form letter for the paper 
that can simply be clipped out of 
the paper and mailed to any Sen¬ 
ator or Delegate of his choosing, 
but preferably the ones who re¬ 
present his particular county or 
area in Charleston For those 
who delight in expressing their 
own opinion and hate for someone 
else to say something for them 
names of state Senators and Dele¬ 
gates are provided on the same 
page that carries the clip -out let¬ 
ter Thus, the problem of winning 
th # support of the State Legis¬ 
lature can quickly be solved by 
quick action on the part of in¬ 
ter ested citizens 

There are other important pro¬ 
blems that must be approached by 
tew who have worked torectty tor 

the railroad Public support and 
(weparatten •% iwoded a every 
watwwe tod seme proble m s w«to 
pi tetoti' Raw blip* Ra«iroad go 
b ey ewd tow eaperiwnve e# toe pm 
wp pftR Che e# toeee problems tore 
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*• ' * • W*a Western Maryland 


*•' Ht> 79 arr.vp* at 
a^Mfyi.nq yard* with 
*a*Mi toal car* full 
IH 

mporlant el em e n t m 
M run* i* the loco 
W« 4 >*tar Randolph 
a long run Round 
rom Seth CHim* and 
9 » la ^ruca i* about 
mile* A poor 
ra «• ro^u*rad lo pul I 
«far car* at a apaod 

* * *h na m a 
aMrt a# t«ma At the 
•wail not 90 ae fa«t 
< a H la unabla to 
aayxfi ca a l mosnt 
aa| R*a r*at* The 

• -no aatraordmary 
>»«# *r- r»aliabout, 
k*- ««-»*-«*'Scan*c 
•r* >♦»' W^Ttafcer 
» aa par Sour, not 


rail* Although derailment* form 
an interesting chapter in tho hi* 
lory of railroad*, the Webster 
Ran.tolliii train mu*l make ovary 
afforl to provont it* inclusion in 
future history of dorail- 

manti 

The pasi tngor cars also must 
be comfortable and attractive El- 
\rwhere m this newspaper is an 
account of a ’’scenic trip" tho 
editor and writors for this paper 
took from Elkins to Spruco on the 
Western Mar yland Forest Festival 
Special On this particular trip 
several cabooses were utilized to 
handle tho overflow crowd Riding 
m a caboose was unique and ex¬ 
citing the first ten miles of the 
trip, but the last one hundred-ten 
miles produced bruises, aches 
and pains that no wild bronco rid¬ 
er ever dreamed of having. The 
cabooses simply were not equipped 


with the Shaver’s Fork Plateau and 
the Elk River Valley agree that 
unspoiled mountain scenery will 
be the main soiling point of the 

Webster-RandolphScenic Railroad. 

But even this magnificent, wild 
mountain boauty poses problems 

for tho sconic railroad developers. 

Tourists usually carry cameras 
Few of thorn take photographs in 
a serious offort to document their 
trip for their own future reference 
Most take pictures to show their 
friends whore they were and what 
they saw that was worth seeing. 
The problem arises when one real 
izes that the average tourist can¬ 
not take clear, sharp photographs 
from a moving train. Stops must 
be arranged to allow the vacation 
photographers to get off their train 
and take photographs at their lei¬ 
sure. The committee which will 
plan the scenic route schedule must 
decide which places along the way 
(Continued on Page 12) 





Collection of G. Leroy Cri*li| 

CLASS H-9, CONSOLIDATION, built by Baldwin in 1921, is typical of the locomotives 
used by tho Western Maryland Railroad on the Elkins to Webster Springs section. 
Similar locomotivos aro needed for use on the scenic railroad 


'•se meas u re on the 
Slat* Servefe But the 
■ct-vn of these vital 
i_»- t'On does not guar 
tssage Private »n- 
he !*•» >3 erith var- 
, etf the state legis 
(Pert to convince 
«NC>eter -Randolph 
Bec om e a perm an 

I rr-.wf w But 
•he general public 
o'- oh- e assistance 
ir«> t-T of the state 
rvehvi are. after 


is securing tho cooperation, indeed 
the permission, of tho railroad 
company over whoso tracks tho 
Webster Randolph tram will oper¬ 
ate In our case, wc must con¬ 
vince the Wostorn Maryland Rail 
road Company that tho world will 
end if Iho Webster-Randolph train 
fails to become established 

Western Maryland must grant 
its permission befor c wc may 
use the tracks. Assuming per¬ 
mission is granted, much com¬ 
plicated work is then required to 
develop a timetable for running 
the tram. Unlike the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, the Webster Randolph 
Railroad will be sharing tracks 
with other commercial trains, 
namely coal and freight trains 
which run regularly between Web¬ 
ster Springs and Elkins. Pre¬ 
cise planning is required to pre¬ 
vent the Webster-Randolph steam 
locomotive from arriving at Spr¬ 
uce with a half dozen passenger 
car % full of coal while Western 


appeared forever in some enter- to handle a crowd ot tourist- 
prising junk collector s lot, But trip as long as the ForestF 

the search goes on. Eventually Special Since the Webster 

something will turn up olph route will be exactly 

Passenger cars aro obviously as tho Forest Festival 

important in a train whose sole from both ends, the train < 


purpose is to carry passengers. ers know exactly what not 
Th e Webster-Randolph Railroad on the Webster-Randolph 
is severely limited in its choice need cars with windows wF 
of passenger cars. Not only have unobstructed views of th< 
most passenger cars faded away scenery. They also m 
with train passengers in general. comfortable, padded sea 
bul we must locate cars of a vision must be made fo 
particular size before they will the cars in the event 
fit on our train. One of the at- weather, a not unusual 


the cars in the event 
weather, a not unusual 


tributes of the Webster-Randolph along Shaver's Fork and 
scenic routes along Shaver's Fork even in June and July 
and Elk River is the existence of length of the trip a dir 
hairpin turns, an unusual occur- essential if the train i 

ence in mainline railroad tracks. tain its drawing power 
Unfortunately, a passenger car appropriate cars are loc 
that is too long or too wide cannot patience and fortitudes 
negotiate these turns. The cars to negotiate their sale 
may jut out to the point where the portation to their new 
edges sideswipe the hillside, or many cases, the cars i 
worse, push against each other be completely overh* 
until they hoist themselves off the they can be transport 
, will almost automati 

quired before the c 
M ‘itflffriT . "r . suitable for use on s 

-* ^ ‘ road. 
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Collection of Cordon T. Hamrick 
hOILT RIVIR * ADDISON used passenger cars with short 
^ # typ* ,* ossentiel to tho scenic railroad because 

id «N* m W'M on tho Western Maryland 
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r# ,U Although derailments form 
m\ interesting chapter m the his 
of ci I mo d e, tho Webster 
Nando'** train mu»l mofc* 
effort to pr ovont its mcluoion m 
wono Mure h»atory oI 


Trips on scenic » 
vide two points ot 
the tourist tn \h* 
gets to ride a tr 

steam locomotive 
longer attainable 
States unless it is 
train. The tour is 
soe something w° 
rides the train Ev< 
with the Staver s F 
tho Elk River v * 
spoiled rrKxntaii 
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Collection of Gordon T. Hamrick 
THE HOLLY RIVER & ADDISON used passenger cars with short 
wheelbases Such a type is essential to the scenic railroad because 
of the sharp turns on the Western Maryland. 


Maryland diosol No 28 arrives at 
the Baltimore shipping yards with 
one hundred • twenty coal cars full 
of grimy tourists 

The most important element in 
any railroad that runs is the loco¬ 
motive The Webster-Randolph 
route will be a long run. Round- 
trip distance from both Elkins and 
Webster Springs to Spruce is about 
one hundred twenty miles. Apow- 
erful locomotive is required to pull 
several passenger cars et a speed 
fast enough to finish the run in a 
reasonable amount of time At the 
same time it must not go so fast 
that its riders will be unable to 
^preciate the magnificent mount¬ 
ain scenery along the route. The 
opportunity to view extraordinary 
things is what tourism is all about, 
«hJ if the Webstar-Randolph Scenic 
Railroad flashes past Whittaker 
Falls at sixty miles per hour, not 
Ido m«ry tourists are going to re¬ 
turn for a second glance. The 
Shay v>d Meisler locomotives used 
el Cass, though picturesque, do not 
n*v» the speed potential to pull 

p* Webster Randolph tram and get 

bwtfc before the tourists* vacations 



rails Although derailments form 
an interesting chapter in the his¬ 
tory of railroads, the Webster- 
Randoiph tram must make every 
effort to prevent its inclusion in 
some future history of derail- fo 
ments. 

The passenger cars also must 
be comfortable and attractive. El- * 
sewhere in this newspaper is an tr 
account of a "scenic trip" the M 
editor and writers for this paper f f 
took from Elkins to Spruce on the tf 
Western Maryland Forest Festival 
Special. On this particular trip '*• 
several cabooses were utilized to n 
handle the overflow crowd. Riding f 
in a caboose was unique and ex- * 
citing the first ten miles of the f 
trip, but the last one hundred-ten ! 
miles produced bruises, aches 
and pains that no wild bronco rid- I 
er ever dreamed of having. The 
cabooses simply were not e<*npped 
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one hundred twenty milo* A pow¬ 
erful locomotive isroquirodtopull 
several pastongor cor % ot o speed 
fool enough to finish tho run in a 
reasonable amount of timo At tho 
umo timo it mutt not go so fast 
that its rider* will bo unable to 
approt late tho magmficont mount¬ 
ain scenery along tho routo Tho 
opportunity to view extraordinary 
things ia what touriam 1a all about, 
and if tho Webster Randolph Scenic 
Railroad flaahoa past Whittaker 
Falla at aixty miloa per hour, not 
Uk> many touriata are going to re¬ 
turn for a aacond glance. The 
Shay and Hoialer locomotives used 
at Casa, though picturesque, do not 
have the spcod potential to pull 

th< Webster Randolph train and get 

back before the tourists' vacations 
are over A diesel has the ncc 
•asary speed and power, but a die¬ 
sel's tourist appeal is about equal 
to a town's garbage dump Thus, 
a search must be made for a pow¬ 
erful. fairly fast, steam engine. 
Its condition must be excellent, or 
at laast good enough to be eco- 
itomically repaired It must be 
attractive, or possess tfapotential 
k> be made attractive It sounds 
ttrtftge to coffH>are our search for 
9w proper engine with the old saw 
fr-j* 'looking for a needle in a 
haystack." yet that is precisely 
•a at the Webster Randolph deve 
lepers are faced with The type 
4 sleam angme we nee d disappear 


account of a "scenic trip" the 
editor and writors for this paper 
took from Elkins to Spruce on the 
Western Maryland Forest Festival 
Special On this particular trij 
several cabooses were utilized t< 
handlo the overflow crowd. Ridm 
in a caboose was unique and ex 
citing the first ten miles of tb 
trip, but the last one hundred-t« 
miles produced bruises, achi 
and pains that no wild bronco ri< 
er ever dreamed of having. T 
cabooses simply were not equipp 
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Collection of G. Leroy Critlip 

H t CONSOL IDA T ION. built by Baldwin in 1921, ie typical of the locomotive* 
the Wetterr Maryland Railroad on the EIkin* to Webster Spring* taction. 

Komnf.ve* are needed for uaa on the iconic railroad. 

tuv> indred appeared forever in tom* enter- to handln a crowd of tourists for a 

*• |»r <«mg junk collector's lot But trip a* long as the Forest Festival 

ti ». « « r < r . search goes on Evontually Spot ml Sinco tho Webstor-Rsnd- 

«• .«•« vwi**thir>g will turn up olph route will bo exactly as long 

muii . Passenger cars ar o obviously as tho Forest Festival Special 

ia\< Hi • tant in a train whoso sole from both ends, tho train develop- 

«V■ .• « pnvw is to car ry passongors. ors know exactly what not to have 

s. ,v tr# n Th . Webster Randolph Railr oad on tho Webster Randolph run. We 

ted » severely limited in its choice neod cars with windows which offer 

f vd vd passenger cars Not only havo unobstructed vtows of the passing 

•v •'#» nv>*t passenger cars faded away scenery. They also must have 
per with tram passengers in general, comfortable, padded seats Pro- 

*•> vcnn tvf we must locato cors of a vision must be made for heating 

lOv'siW particular nze before they will the cors in tho event of chilly 

M on our tram One of the at- weather, a not unusual occurence 

as Sir . tr txdes of the Webster Randolph along Shaver's Fork and ElkRiver 

.v- cn routes along Shaver's Fork even in June and July. Due to the 

#. s » ar ' t s River is the existence of length of the trip a dining car is 

“-a ■ - tu"*% an unusual occur- essential if the train is to main- 

pt •*«*-.» ex* n mamlm# railroad tracks tain its drawing power. Once the 

mm m-at Uh#©rSv*vate»y. a passenger car appropriate cars are located, much 

. *»'• T+t .% toe long or too wide cannot patience and fortitude are required 

t b* art e y tut* these turns The cars to negotiate their sale and trans- 

/»* i m- »« ~i out to the pomt where the port at ion to their new home. In 

i » \ ♦•sprt % drswpe the hillside, or many cases, the cars may have to 

e^S'Ct'tpt m. - w push against each other be completely overhauled before 

• • * * jrt r«y ho*%! themselves off the they can be transported. Repairs 









Coile*«*en o# Gordon T Hamrick 
hOOflOil w%+4 cars with short 

• to fee scenic railroad because 
Im‘i Ml- *ta*d 

•• > % Aifeougb dor at I manta form 

• •' * — chapter m tho hit- 

• » • 1 •* '« ‘roads. tho Webster- 

Aar.aj<ph tram mutt mako ovary 
oawt at *o pre-rent itt inclusion in 

, .,»■» Muro hittory of dor ail- 

m* y n 

fctitfN# Tkm Mtton^K cart alto mutt 

and cwmAortaWo and attractive El- 

« —«>.r mn»/r m fe<s newspaper it an 

Ajmw a# a "scenic trip** tho 

tV|M wddar and writers lor Ihtt papor 
• um 4 tma Ir a — I • ^ to Spruco on tho 
Forest f rttival 
•Mte W d Oa fe-% particular trip 

«• *— a—#ar (doeaot otr« util*rod to 

•*' t 'or o vro rftew crowd Ridmg 

n— » It p «dk—M wot wr to and oa • 

Ik h, 1 ‘*-(•1) So ' V - *; * 

rSnw 1 ir-^ M fee loot «— hnOrd Ion 
"• »— pmAn«4 few set aches 


oin t. y • 

ttaam locomotiva . an ovont no 
Ion par attamablo in tho United 
Statot unlott it it a tpecial tcemc 
tram Tha touriat alto wanlt to 
too something worthwhile at ho 
rido* tho train. Everyono familiar 
with tho Shaver't Fork Plateau and 
the Elk River Valley agree that 
unspoiled mountain scenery will 
be the mam selling point of the 
Webster-Randolph Scenic Railroad 
But even this magnificent, wild 
mountain beauty poses problems 
for the scenic railroad developers. 

Tourists usually carry cameras 
Few of them take photographs in 
a serious effort to document their 
trip for thoir own future reference. 
Most take pictures to show their 
friends where they were and «*iat 
they saw that was worth seeing 
The problem arises when one real' 
•rot that the average tourist can¬ 
not take clear, sharp photographs 
from a moving tram Stops must 
be arranged to allow the vacation 
photographers to get off fee«r tram 
and taka photographs at the«r 
lure The committee wh*<h •»** 

Pfan fee tcemc route schedule nwl 
g»< h* di*ck placet along fee wav 
tCeni—wed an Page tl) 








Collection of G. Leroy Crislip 

CL ASS H 9, CONSOL IDATION. built by Baldwin in 1921, is typical of the locomotives 
weed by the Western Maryland Railroad on the Elkins to Webster Springs section. 
Similar locomotives are needed for use on the scenic railroad. 


*• wvrni V»ecooperation, indeed 
N f **'*»ion 1 of the railroad 
over whose tracks too 
*•*•*•* Randolph tram will oper 
case, we must con* 
W*slarn Maryland Rail 
9ft ** Company that the world will 
•nd .1 toe Webstar Randolph tram 
»a.i% la become established 
Western Maryland must grant 
U ******** bedor a we may 


appeared forever in some enter¬ 
prising junk collector's lot. But 
the search goes on. Eventually 
something will turn up 
Passenger cars are obviously 
important in a train whose sole 
purpose is to carry passengers 
Th e Webster Randolph Railroad 
• s severely limited in its choice 
of passenger cars Not only have 
most passenger cars faded away 


to handle a crowd of tourists 
trip as long as the Forest Fe; 
Special Since the Webster-f 
olph route will be exactly a; 
as the Forest Festival S| 
from both ends, the train dev 
ers know exactly what not t< 
on the Webster-Randolph rui 
need cars with windows whicl 
unobstructed views of the p 
scenery They also must 















































































Scenic Railroads Are Lots Of Fun, But . 


































































































FR3M ELKINS TO SPRUi 


by Leroy Crislip 


Wh*t % it lik* to actually 
f'ia a ante railroad? Th* 
Warn w eh is trying to ast- 
ao- %h a Wat«tar-Randolph 
Scaeic ailroad just had th* 
•*«*** 'parianc* on Octobar 
4 . 1970 »f taking just such a 
b>p *** what will ba on*half 
a# to* propotad scamc Ima, 
Th* fsii wing it th* account of 
•hot aacurtion 


fhw r*>oad loom arnvad in 

* • ••t at • X) a m on Octobar 4. 
■M >i *o oi i out of our warmcars 
mi 9* early morning cold and 
rw*M to amtf our way to th* 
h-n»r* Maryland station whor* 
» ar* to •*•< tariff Cnan ba 

Mar* mg awr tr f ovar th* 
Ito r*dd fr **> f i% >n% v> 

* k% a# to* to*ar ban of 
I* *« at*** Can 4fl*r tab na a 


not mis* the train After walking 
in a roundabout way to the Tygart 
Motel. I learned that Sheriff had 
already left to get a cup of coffee 
at a nearby restaurant where Dad 
Oad had already found him We 
left him to retrieve his overcoat 
after admonishing him to make the 
tram on time and headed back to¬ 
ward the station where the Cass 
Iceauc Railroad Heisler nu m ber 
%•* wee making its presence kno wn 


P comprise the 

who had alre 
' i/ the caboose 

L started and h 

bole grobbinc 
books as we 
a false start 
seats in the 
^ lost the excit 

once again b< 
i and uncertai 

\ would hold f< 

No soone 
down we we 
l wake by the 

I once again 

* was repeat 

eras and t 
alkmg directions, 
rygart the trip ha 

ff had stopped of 
coffee down the ti 
re Oad While a 
v We start aga 

rercoat the plans 


confusion 
ready an 










4 . 1970 <r taking just «uch a 
trip ova what will ba onahalf 
of tha |'>opo««d acanic lino 
Tha following is tha account of 
that •■cursion. 


Tha » aiIf naif taam ornvad in 
ritmi at fi JO l m on October 4, 
and stepped mat of our warmcar* 
,nto tha early morning cold and 
patnadad to wind our way to tho 
W*«t*rn Maryland station where 
mv mrct r to moot Shar iff Given bo 
h»ra starting our trip ovor tho 
Western Maryland from Elkins to 
rw site of the former town of 
^kfm-a near Cass After taking a 
4 **c 4 look meound. we discovered 
Sheriff was nowhere to be seen 
Asssenmg that he wes either talk¬ 
ing « th some reilfens in the dark 
a# ha redroed yard or getting a 
■va last minutes of sleep, we hed 
e pec* conference to decide \-here 
a* toa tr#»n to spend the rest of 
**sr toy Western Maryland cab- 
;wee 1M6. the third from 

h» freni of the tram, was chosen. 
M mast of the group procodod to 
***•• town salves at home in one 
^ »t At first we hod conoid- 


would h« 
No %> 
down w 
wake b- 
once « 
was r« 
eras 

not miss tho train After walking direct 
in a roundabout way to the Tygart the tr 
Hotel, I loarned that Sheriff had stopp 
already loft to get a cup of coffee down 

at a noarby restaur ant where Dad wt 
Dad had already found him. We *ta »h 

loft him to retrieve his overcoat the 
after admonishing him to make the sur« 
train on time and hoaded back to- con' 
ward tho station where the Cass rea 
Scenic Railroad Heisler number of 
six was making its presence known me 
with noise, smoke, and steam as th« 
it moved into position at the head G« 
of the cars. Sh 

Arriving at the tram I found ar 
Phil Bagdon of Alexandria. Vir- fa 
ginta. who had been along as re- s 

porter for the trip made earlier R 

from Webster Springs to Spruce, u 

and after completing our photo- n 

graphy for the moment, we boarded rt 
the tram. Western Maryland d«e- t) 

sal, type GP 9 . number 28 slowly C 
backed toward the Heisler and p 





g toato r to** purposes, but the 

•• caboose wes much 


motive power setup for the first 

pert of the journey At 7 M a m 


Scenic Railroads Are 

Ahum V Merdwey Cft mf from Pepa M) 
wsf e4usde|bteeiit«. pietoty mAneNpH Some can 
nNtnplhubp net even be rexepa*fed as *ekK 



•* to iw<wi to* a l ire* au 

•M e«s t *sm 'pen ' 

nuaa to on- S et wto Ss kpv % 


• e» tone <«**toe * **• . 

r • e pek ue i e fvtowt irnTu 


eslmg* asaktof >4few spvi 
ton to drvetop toe icew attract 
sa to toe pMri otter e tour »stse*J I 
• a>« *| swtototc to get off 

•to toe*» to toM* at toe s»dflt kece* 
e» »> e«i • >s evtoatils e Srfeeg 
etowkag pewtoa ae«4 arsper 

toees to# « w M toe** 
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the tram Thotc of us 
Mho h«d already settled down in 
PW caboose thought the trip had 
tltrlod and headed for the vesti- 
tdi grabbing cameras and no to 
Nves as we went Seeing it was 
a fe'se start, we returned to our 
seats the caboose and having 
boat be eii tement of the moment, 
ante *>» n became sleepy, hungry, 
rrd wacertam about what the day 
aadl bald lor us 

He wau> than we had settled 
•new we were suddenly jerked a - 
•dr by He tre«n starting to move 
mmm afM The previous scene 
•a repealed comple te with cam 
eras and m l d e a i flying m all 
I re d a si New we were sure feat 
the trip had brga «dy la find us 
t h igaeii an* «gea a few yards 
Piiaw She S’ set 

•hi a aafag far pas Iraa la 

Ma^* up*** we Iwpae dacpiaf 

fen hr »• la «rd meb 


HEISLER NUMBER 6 at Elk River -^nct.oc 


about the article he was going to 
writ# for the school paper and 
also about how hungry he was be¬ 
coming. though not necessarily 
in that order Gordon T Hamrick 
was busily checking over his cam¬ 
era in preparation for his day's 
work as Phil Bagdon and I swap 
pad yarns about the railroads be¬ 
fore momentarily leaving the tram 
to take a few quick photographs 
The tram moved away from Vie 
station at ? $7 a m travelling very 
slowly down through the r a* I read 
yard, croesmg a brdp dear the 

rr*ee. and f addHy me reaping 

speed as <1 Mt Ikm teas mg 
Pa 9f*i the trees <reeded aver 
Hutu ,10 and 2B ad a short 








r> 


m faiw ilari. wo rvfumad lo 
. »n th# caboo*o and having 

I i 0 «t IN# «•< <tfmi>nl of th* moment. 
«nr* 09am her am* »lt»epy, hun.jr y. 
«»<f unifilum atxMit what the clay 
mm Id hold for ut 

N»* imorr than ere had settled 
we wore aoddenly jerked a 
wake h* the tram atari mg to move 
a#am The previou* arena 
>ted complete with cam* 

• ' • 

I t.ew* Now ere erere aure that 

the t* r had begun, only to find ua 
tiegynf once again a few yarda 
*«e the track 

g% a waiting for the tram to 
•tart agam we began diacuaamg 
ts* piar* for the day and made 
wrr we hod loat no one in the 
,_-<Ti_a nr Sheriff Given waa |I* 
r«ah week»ng on hi» firat cigar 
rf «s* in and had atartod pro- 
weTeg he k««i>< railroad with 
fSr “Spr pantngtrt My father. 
Go«tr p» C Cf tif wat there with 
>«•"* la « -g about the railroad 
am# h i <*ij •» laap the railroad 
haf 5#«- t* had g^ren him from 


= : 


‘e*/ " had givon him from 

*. ifctj i.w wa r h«% ear 1 while 

• » t V Kp jaty waa limber ing 

g a*« ar * n| arm jotting down 

hftM d im e # Ska pr^ltati involved 
t» # mg a scenec railroad, asi 

he %• g an ft had M* te 

C *Ur»* * C af f edit «#vo had 


fee a tM» amh' am# e# Via 


°hoto 

Ht ISLFR NUMBER 6 at Elk River ..unction. 2* 


about the article he waa going to oo 
wr lie for tho *r;hool paper and T1 
alao about tiow hungry he waa bo «t 

coming, though not neceaaanly a 
in that ordet Gordon T Hamrick q 
waa buaily checking over htacam V 
era in preparation for hia day'a ' 
work aa Phil Bagdon and I awap 
pad yarn* about the railroad* be 
fore momentarily leaving the tram 
to take a few quick photograph* 

The tram moved away from the 
•tat• on at 7 57 a m. travelling very 
• lowly down throu^t the railroad 
yard, crossing a bridge over the 
river, and gradually increasing 
speed as it loft Elkins Leaving 
the city tho tram crossed over 
routes 250 and 219 and a short 
distance later crossed over route 
39 and then wound its way around 
the low mountamstotheeast where 
the sun was already casting a 
warming glow as it filtered through 
the trees near the summits 

Wc began preparing for the tun¬ 
nel which it located 4 8 miles 
from Elkins and at that po«nt ex¬ 
tends through the mortem alldw 
»ng the tracks to pas* under route 
3) Soon we were there, and as I 
began fa* ng photographs of the 
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i Lots Of Fun, But . . . 
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•Koto by 0 laroy CrUltp 

I, <M»f a $«||« A.*o# mmM. 20 • mlUi from Elkin* 

H n |» ««« b o*M flbrid by • IteroMiw lamp 

* .,w HOI- «"N* Th* Ile«b click clock of thawh# 

» • . «»> c a t ifr<» a tho joint* m tho rail* 

f» . 1 ^ m* «*»o* Mbtlf rnariad our gradual pro- 

.*<»'ftm V Xap*i>» Kl p«m Vtfougfi Iho mountain Tho 

I iwvr l »4 Ctfa* Ha-ilar oat mob 109 it* contnbu 

* ,.rt M ».» an 1 l*o* amobo and Ciadin. and 

aid 1 im# ^*» com6mad aiVi 9m GPS' % 

* • '■**» b» K#n»* roally gavt tftooo of 

•a MoM'int babpa M on Via mtibvU • 'ta*U“ of 
»* 4 * >j ^g bo» pa*t and pr i wnt 


»’ »• *»«• K<|«ar y •'V I ••» %-milar lo tat obUtfOd 

••*<# <Ni *a **4«| bf afttnf off a flaif<M «* a dart 

■ * 1 •• “*o* ta ^bbb Oftif m Vwi cut Via 1*04 

« * : v t : a : , A'* c * 

* b 4 W H«| ^an C m f la 9m gfv« M Wd Vlad 

)i* • • *♦ * .n bo b#*t -o 

; ’> mu i afWi «Ha*A t* »p bM tK*r bfbtrv p* # 

VMM0 aaa* **nAp ba«t m > #VHN at a# bat»ab§ 

«• * * »> *< •«.«• . « ♦ • •« « » ’ r- »# fSa %4i 

<• tlN I W*<I « 'w VI VI : *<N ba W 1 

•*m4 1* •♦M...IIJ • «• H jJ V V •« . I 

• I I I I*. . ..,i. • * VI V I «J • f » 

1 auwiw i 114 in • • •• • • 

bn 41 ♦ * ** * »«• i.i •*••*••* 

a A a antna aaa bu ban auwnf amaab^ 4*odr f 

... 

•U 4 » VtlOl bw 4 - 4 .it M, «*I< 4 «Mtb b« 


«m# ——--» 

„ * MU t*** L 


?ur «mi 7ft • sheM 

• r<r - f 


*» •• *M< «hM • 
| ««•• • •* mg # 

s 0ifm 09 M 
4 W»>» fh* 

pr ff*****'*^ **+ the tor 

«4 « iw«M 4 • niilt« 

♦ .n* **.# fld IM 1*^1 •« 

|* . IN* * » i 


l^tiog to IN* light or* found that 
•ho* da* aoomad to hava b«r.om« 
much be iqhter than before por • 
h«g»a m% a raault of our having 
• •*>•» «anrad the gloom of tha tun 
nel Noa ara were road* for an* 
Ihmg and though wa war# glad 
that ara were not riding ona of tha 
opan car %, avan tha cold morning 
a«» did not boom to bad a% bafora 
at the tram moved steadilyonward 
toward tha rising tun 

Who* tha tram headed booth tha 
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land along tha tracks ait atypical 
mountain landscape dotted with 
several houses some of which w*r# 

raprasentative of both tha bast 

and worst of rural Appalachia 

Shaver % Fork of Cheat River, tha 

the East wee 
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da r ness scenery which was typical 

of tha area along what may be¬ 
come the Webster Randolph Scenic 
Railroad Perhaps this scenery 
ad that from Spruce to Webster 
Springs if inmatehed in tha East 
fence much of the area is mac - 
ro»»'t»o by road, only a tcMc 
railroad would enable paopl^b 
vim tut beaut* end still allow it 
to »a»ui n m its ralafiyal* aidf 
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•ala. ta chancad of capacity 
(»oadt to r.de 3»* Webstar Rand 
o*pn Scan«c Railroad mcrtmi 
pmotl to lha pomt wh*r# ona can 
p***antaa daily capacity trips 
Tha tpacial trip, now tchadolad 
tar May 1-2, t$71. will aaoro at 
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Scenic Railroads Are Lots Of Fi 


(Ronald V. Hardway - Continued from Page 11) 


will be moat interesting to tourists, 
most of whom seldom got tho chan 
co to journey through a bonafido 
wild aroa. These “photo stops" 
must be worked into the train's 
timetable. "Photo stops" pose 
many problems which include such 
questions as how long the train will 
stop at a particular place, whether 
or not the passengers will be 
permitted to disembark from the 
train, and whether food will be 
served during a particular stop. 
These questions must be answered 
before the train makes its first 
run not only for the comfort and 
pleasure of the tourists, but also 
for the continued success of the 
train as a "scenic" railroad. 

In pinpointing interesting sights 
along the route that might deserve 
a “photo stop" a question always 
arises about who ownsthc land 
where th e interesting feature is 
located. In most cases the coop¬ 
erating railroad company will not 
own muc h territory beyond the 
boundary of the tracks. The land 
an either side of the tracks will 
be owned by private individuals 
or companies. Permission must 
be sought and granted before the 
scenic tram can halt and discharge 
passengers to tromp over some¬ 
one's 'and taking photographs. 


pletely undeveloped. Some can¬ 
not even be recognized as “inter - 
esting" until much hard labor is put 
forth to develop the scenic attract¬ 
ion to the point where tourists will 
consider it worthwhile to get off 
the tram to look at the sight Local 
assistance is invaluable in defining 
interesting points and preparing 
them for a tourist tram. 

Another important problem that 
is completely out of the hands and 
responsibility of the railroad ere 
ators is the ability of the scenic 
railroad home ports to handle a 
heavy tourist traffic. The Cass 
Scenic Railroad now attracts up 
wards of sixty thousand tourists 
annually. Coas is able to pro¬ 
vide this staggering amount of 
visitors with recreation, but it can¬ 
not provide them meals or lodging. 
Fortunately several private deve¬ 
lopers in the Cass area recognized 
the potential value of the Cass Ra¬ 
ilroad, and several first class 
motel restaurant units exist in the 
Cass area. Already the city of 
Elkins is well endowed with hot¬ 
els, motels and restaurants, due 
mainly to the annual Forest Fest¬ 
ival. These facilities would be 
able to host an extra hundred thou 
sand visitors annually. 

Webster Springs, to the con- 
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trary, would find it very difficult 
to handle such large crowds. The¬ 
re are no largo , modern hotel, 
motel or restaurant complexes in 
or near Wobstor Springs. One new 
facility is being rushed towards 
completion in time for tho May 
1 2 special trip using the Cass 
locomotives and trains, but this 
establishment is not going to bo 
enough for Webster Springs to 
support its end of the scenic rail¬ 
road bargain Cass has handled 
daily crowds which numbered in 
the thousands Webster Springs 
will have great difficulty handling 
crowds in the dozens. 

Finally, there is the cost of 
operation of the scenic railroad, 
in the beginning the cost of op¬ 
erations for the Webster-Randolph 
Scenic Railroad will have to be 
bur no by the taxpayers of West 
Virginia The reason for this is 
ITvat the railroad will be operated 
as a stata park with the State 
of West Virginia being held res¬ 
ponsible to meet costs. This 
situation cannot persist. Thepeo- 
p-e of West Virginia cannot be ex¬ 
pected to continuously pay for the 
ra ^ iad The train mutt eventu¬ 
al'* pay for itself or there can be 
(to •' at ion for its continued 

e«isla n t# The Cass Railroad 
•pw«Med *« the red during its 
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first few seasons, but Cass now 
more than pays its own way. Th¬ 
anks to tho persistence and dedi¬ 
cation of a few individuals and 
widespread community coopera¬ 
tion. the Cass Scenic Railroad has 
overcome its early deficits and is 
now a permanent tourist attract¬ 
ion for tho State of West Virginia 
and local residents in the Cass 
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Because of its largeness of 
scale the Webster Randolph Sc¬ 
enic Railroad must quickly show 
a profit. Expenses will run too 
high to continue taking chances that 
the railroad will pay for itself. 
Here is where community action 
and support is essential for the 
future of the railroad. Elkins and 
Webster Springs mus t put forth 
every effort to attract and keep 
a tourist trade in their town. 
There will be many people who 
will come to both towns simply 
to see the train. But these people 
will come to Elkins and Webster 
Springs expecting to find modern 
stores stocked with modem com¬ 
modities, or antique shops stocked 
with genuine antiques. They will 
probably expect to find local arts 
and crafts shops and museums 
containing items of local history 
and culture Here again, they will 
be looking for convenient and re¬ 
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ALONG THE SCENIC Rft| 


by Gordon T Hamrick 


When Sheriff Given first out¬ 
lined hie proposod Wmhetor Rand 
olph Scenic Railroad laat fall to 
a giaup which was lo bvcome 
known aa "the railroad teem."* 
Leroy Cnslip and I conceived the 
idea of travelling the entire longth 
of the proposed routu Nut only 
would wo photograph all, to pro 
pare a slide show to promoto the 
Stenn Railroad, but we would also 
record our impressions in a note¬ 
book 

Since that time, I have travelled, 
on foot, the Scenic Railroad routo 
from Webster Springs to Slaty Fork 
or Laurel Bank, if you aro a rail¬ 
road buff To bo sure. I did not 
make the trip at one time, often 
I traveled only a mile or so. as 
trma and circumstances por nutted 
Leroy has coverad tha sama route 
o» foot, he ha* tho addod experience 
of having travalad the same routo 
vie railroad truck 

From Webster Springs to Slaty 
Fork, as the crow flies, is a dis 
tarw# of about eighteen miles A 
gaud hiker can make it on foot in 
sea hours As the Scenic Rail 
r««ad winds, tha distanca «s some 
b«»n nearer three times that die 
Ur*e A steam angina, such as 
e thn er Heieler, will require 
Wwl her hours rmniiif time for 
la W <f eMilnnal lima will be 
itgarW far water stop* and the 
•erdAh p a tipqfiu slaps 

for h»s tiprf ar Ian ar twelve 
hoses tre*e<mg an theisenir Rail 
'•d dd « an P* laurist eapeat 

• *e «d tteewryf B et we an 

■* « Ipegi and Ve* f fart 
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rises above drainage 

Immediately above the Green 
brier Limonhme is tho Webster 
Spr ings Sandstone, so nsrnod for 
the exposure at Lovers Leap, east 
of Webster Springs This member 
forms the massive cliff along the 
Elk River, and is responsible for 
both tho Cherry Falls ol Elk and 
Whittaker Falls As a rula, the 
Webster Springs Sandstone is a 
massive, hard, gray, rock, al¬ 
though occasionally it may be in 
tur mixed with rod shalos 

The above two formations ere the 
primary rock formations along the 
length of the Scenic Railroad, al 
though another hmostono, thought 
to roprosont tho Hinton Limostono, 
outcrops along tho Scenic Railroad 
al tho Kovan Syncline, opposite the 
high school, and again at Hickory 
Lick. Over lying formations are of 
only academic intorest, smea they 
will not bo generally accessible to 
the traveler on the Scenic Railroad 
It might be well to point out, 
however, that the entiro Mississi¬ 
ppi and Pennsylvanian sorios of 
rocks consist of alternating hard 
sandstones or limestones and red 
shales Thus, the topography fea¬ 
tures staap slopes or cliffs, inter¬ 
mingled with broad benches 

The hard, massive, and durable 
character of the Webster Springs 
Sandstone has determined the ch 
actor ististics of the topography 
immediately along the Scenic Rail¬ 
road and has. as wall, influenced 
the types of flora and fan* la be 
te*a*d in the area Resistant la 
arealan the Webster Sp« mgs Sand 
Stone has channeled the (Ik River 
«h a narrww V shape I valley, 
eilan only a tew Paata yarPa ac 
teas The h^iilifttlwretkyh* 
Webster V* mga W Wtn* *t 
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f.m* and eirrumstanc** permitted 
t erwy ha* covered lb* sam* t out* 
^ loo< h*hn »♦>• »4hU>>1 mnpmr i*n«* 
0f f^rr .og frav*t*d lh# sam* » twl* 

via railroad truck 

from Webster Spring* to Slaty 
» Of* •« th* crow flies. •• • di» 

C *♦ about eighteen mil** A 
prrtt h.*rr can make it on foot in 
n .n* hour* A* th* Scenic Rail 
road w»ndv the distance i* »om» 
ttfog naarar three time* that di* 
twv# A *taam engine, such a* 
a »**r or Meisler. will require 
atvrijt four hour* running time for 
p*» tr p additional time will bo 
'r>»-Hr#d for wator stop* and tho 
t«t>r photographic stop*. 

Pa# b<« eight or tan or twalv* 
svi tr aval mg on th* Scenic Rail 
roadL whet can tha tourist expect 
a* Vw way of scenery? Between 
■ «» *». - Springs and Slaty Fork, 
pa -mcraaoa m elevation is approx - 
-*h» • ll« foal. thus, tha flora 
n thw %.*•* Fork araa iscompletely 
*»••*-#»-• f*om that m tha Webster 
%r ftp* araa Par ado* ic ally, tha 

ii*f»n ml tw m otions found at 
a»W*i >a > > tw >r<a* par *•*( along tha 
■ • -- xioMaidulin 

'• »w'> U • a*-**' ***** M*. • 



mi mo ikovnn bynclmn. opposite the 
high school. »nd again at Hickory 

l ick Over lying formation* aro of 

only academic intora«t. *mc« they 
will not be goner ally acc*«*ibU to 
tho travolor on tho Scomc Railroad 
It might bo wall lo point out. 
howovor, that tho entire Mis*i»%, 
ppian and Pennsylvanian series of 
rocks consist of alternating hard 
sandstones or limestones and rod 
thalot Thus, tho topography foa 
lures steep slopes or cliffs, inter¬ 
mingled with broad benches 

Tho hard, massive, and durable 
character of the Webster Springs 
Sandstono has determined thoch- 
actonstistics of tho topography 
immediately along the Scenic Rail¬ 
road and has, as well, influenced 
the types of flora and fauna to be 
found in the area. Resistant to 
erosion, the Webster Springs Sand¬ 
stone has channeled the Elk River 
into a narrow V-shaped valley, 
often only a few dozen yards ac¬ 
ross The high cliffs formedby the 
Webster Springs Sandstone dis¬ 
courage growth of the normal flora; 
consequently, one can expect to 
find mostly lichens, mosses.Hardy 
ferns, and possibly a few tenacious 
f eslecn HamlocVs on lh« cuts 


THt p** 0 , 
action by tb« 
Now only ruin 

for I bo Scenic R 
Simple reason 
route travels thr< 
ferent forest typ. 
different timo* 

A typical Whi 
Forest Associati 
of the following s 
Trees: Domman 
White Oak 

Associa 
Northern Red 
Black Oak 
Scarlet Oak 
Shagbark Hick 
Mockernut Hi 
White Ash 
Wild Black Cl 
Tulip Tree 
Shrubs: 

Flowering Dt 
Maple-leave* 
Prickly Goo* 
Poison Ivy 
Common Hi 


b««>" *o ‘^wod ter M matter 
• *nO>*« gw e» Pw |H lift# bod 
«r tkO**i> Ip mg* *w*r I*«fne 
akai*» 4 •* i a k li pdf dwrmg 

pa* mi#* ad laa r ww h*a fuel 
to n ne d*. dkdi.o* #N«d 

ado* n <pidigd Cookf lea, od at 

0 fm wd me w. <q|mo* 41 *# w *1 


I One interesting mnommly is the 
presence of dozens of tiny water - 
falls along the Scenic Railroad 
These are reminiscent of the hang¬ 
ing waterfalls of the Grand Canyon 
or Yosemite Valley Interspaced 
w«thm the waterfall, each occupy 
mg a particular niche adapted lo 
it's retirement* anil be lomd 

• a* >*m* moisture loving plants, 
the **>*<•*% of «wm.n varies with 
the aeo s en 

ft is wet peai+te la describe 

• typ** #1 * h»**t seam etien type 
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In the aouthaastern section of an 
Wobater County, th© Whito Oak - a 

Rod Oak Fora*t Association i«bo«t m 
r opr o«ontod. eastward, towardRa 
rtdolph County and Slaty Fork, tho a 
Sugar Mapla Boot h Birch Forest »i 
Association is prodominant I 

Tho number of spoties of wild t 

flower* var m»* directly with tho * 
season Record* of a trip taken « 
in oarly May of 1970, between 
Byer*(mine No 4) and Whittaker 
Fall*, fthow a total of tom* fifty - 
o<fd identified specie* and I am 
no botemtt There i« a vast 
difference between having an on 
(•erienced field botanist, such a* 
W.lllei. «m“ Oitleei... ^V,«4 > 

guide, indent ifymg plant* throu^i 
the proce** of ilimmilion 

To the traveler who ha* never 
been in the Webster Randolph 

Pocahonta* area, and who •* board 
irvg the Scenic Rail road for the first 
time, the points of interest might 
be as follows At Webster Springs, 
the Greenbrier Limestone m the 
Elk River bed. followed closely on 
the right, by the Kovan Synclme 
A short distance upstream, still 
on the river sidt. is the Cherry 
Falls, tha Scen.c Rail road follows • 
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<*•» a l*w Imr* still exist The 
W»*to«n Maryland utihre* part of 
• logging railroad, tho 

Q i H«it>n>r. Cheat & Elk. in tho 
motfttaina of West Virginia; and tho 
^♦♦♦"tly uporatmg Cat* Scomc 
Railroad use* a part of tho tamo 
form*# rail network Although 
some railroad* utod treated tins, 
usually they were cut from troot 
akong the right •of -way and were 
left treated to cut down on ex - 
pe n» et The rail* were light and 
aert usually relaysfrails u*od at 
a previous location) fattened to the 
te* m often a haphazard way 
Be ast was added if the company's 
* *> condition warranted it and 

m-twf or only added spar mgly if 
th- e ^ga were a little t*gp>t The 
fate wet usual ly steep and eleven 
and nan cof railroads with grades 
•• at M\ war e not UK ornmon 

m e g M Vial for every 100 feet 
tiewnadewr le rail*, the loco* 


n* run A* •( steamed toward me 
I experienced a fooling of ex 
citement at tho sight of this huge 
metal beast, this strong man of 
logging railroads a throwback 
to an ago gone by Thundering 
past it showered us with smoke and 
C ^" from *»• %Uck * •"<* 
fers from the rod type steam 
loromotive in that with most mod- 
ols prolonged overloading can be 
tolerated with undue loss both to 
effectiveness and fuel consump¬ 
tion. A steam locomotive with 
relatively small drivers - around 
40 inches or less - is generally 
dosignod in such a way that its 
effective minimum speed is low; 
however, this results in a lessened 
maximum speed, so it becomes 
obvious that no one steam loco¬ 
motive could perform all types of 
service equally well. Of course, 
in many instances, locomotives 
were pressed into such service 
and did perform acceptably; the 
fact remains that it is a mechan¬ 
ical impossibility for them to have 
given top performance tn all in¬ 
stances 

Whet all this means it that 

steam locomotives designed to haul 
heavy loads at low speeds had low 
drivers and exerted a great a* 

mount of tractive effort Alee the 

















I#f! untreated to cut down on ** - 
pot*** The rail* were I'Ohl • od 
gin* utually relays(raila u%*d at 

• prmviov* location) feetenedtoth# 
t, 9% »n of ton a haphazard way 
B«d««l was added if 0*company*% 

» nan. .al condition warranted it and 

omitted or only added %P«' mgly '* 
««.na% were • »'Hle •*#*• Th# 
r pjr «|« usually ataap andunavan 
non tog railroad* with grado* 

M *,gh a* t4\ war a not uncommon 

TMt ui—tf that for ovary 100 fool 
It avaliad over the railt. tha loco¬ 
motive gamed 14 faat elevation 
Tha type* of locomotive* used in 

y >» W .n < .ndu>>r > v». .«Cy »«lly. 

• fr vie tad to haul large loads on tho 
I lesser grade*. and othars ware 

tpecalited locomotivas designed 

to manhandle log trams ovar the 
steepest possible grades under the 
worst possible conditions. 

The first logging locomotives 

<ame to the woods as castoff equip- 
aaawt whch had served its purpose 
«* toe mamlme. and no longer was 

eeefol toere These once fine 
tocecnotires rarely lost much of 
tow.r glamour »mct the logging 
tow* c r aws maintained a very 
wars ad pride m tha appearance of 
Ve«r >to« pm ant These locomo 
haws. usually American Standard 
tygae were ** »g»n#lIy designed for 
ig n r t» fab * eacass of thet an- 
Utoftotd to the wo o ds Cons* 
aaw*>| tow drt*ara war* large to 
a hw tow tylwprt to create a 
•PtoW *4 prPitted* movement 


ma*imum so it MrortiM 

obvious thet no ona steam lor.a 
motive could perform alt type* of 
service equally wall Of courw. 

•n many instances, locomotivas 
war* pressed into such service 
end did perform acceptably, the 
fact remains that it is a mechan¬ 
ical impossibility for them tohave 
given top performance in all in¬ 
stances 

What all this means is that 

steam locomotives designed to haul 
heavy loads at low speeds had low 
drivers and exerted a great a- 

mount of tractive effort. Also the 

top speed of these locomotrvee wee 

^lajLwfw fim«#to/4 Ooam f/wv>- 

rflftlVf ty f VrrrllVU tnfPn rvuv 

motivos designed mainly for pas¬ 
senger or express service were 
constructed with drivers in excess 
of 40 inches (usually in excess of 
50 inches) and consequently often 
had to be "helped" out of the yards 
with a pusher until the minimum 
effective speed was reached The 
problem with these locomotives on 
logging operations was simply that 
they usually needed to not at 
higher speeds than were possible 
on the typical logging railroad 
Though the low drivered rod lo¬ 
comotives provided the necessary 
tractive effort to haul the slow and 
heavy log trams, they often could 
not make some of the tighter turns 
because of their long rigid frame 
which permitted a relatively small 
pvHMtot of wheel moveme nt letor 
ally m following toe curved rails 
The pilot wheels at «W front of toe 
locomotive wore mto ndod to g*«to 
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~l MiKAOO TYPE locomotive here represented by number 1 of the Snoqualmie Fells Lumber 
1 ««»utedby logging operations. The low drivers on this 1916 Baldwin were designed 

't' % c« speeds end much tractive effort. 


*w # «er». but often »s was not 
be- «a« of s e binding of 

•• W'*•**' flanges against the 
w '• surface When this be* 
• er»w a problem, the flanges of 
sb*e drivers were removed 
la out Aowr on bw bi^mgtwhich 
veewft m a den*. ,t). and 
sutf drivers were known as "bald 
W h eels * 

Also a problem with the rod type 

isKumotive was •*# uneven exertion 


ot tractive force created by the 
nature of the horizontal rod move¬ 
ment during which certain losses of 
power occurred. What was ob¬ 
viously needed was a locomotive 
capable of maintaining a constant 
tractive effort at a given speed 
with almost no slippage or loss 
of power 

On July 17, 1893, a man was 
born who would apply his inventive 
genius to this problem-this man 


was Ephraim Shay. Throughout 
his lifetime he was a teacher and 
a doctor, served with the Union 
Army Corps of Engineers in the 
Civil War, and eventual y became 

a timberman near Cadillac, Michi¬ 
gan. There he encountered the 
same difficulties which hadplagued 
loggers for years. In Stay's own 
words, “The big problem in logging 
was, and still is. how to get the 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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logging locomotives 


(By G. Leroy CfUMp ’ Continued from 3 ) 

. - Wmtorhad side) and below the large steam 
•09s out of the wood* dom ,, A pip e carried the com- 

^ the time pressed steam from this down to 

moved the logs out of thc woo * s ° \ hQ CY |, n ders. The three cross- 

hor*e d» awn sleds pul^m.'ldwm heads of the cylinders extended 

♦"oxen grcnanl. however mild duwnwdl d. and the pistons mov 

1- - *' “and down caused the con- 

ti^*- Sh.T attempted to find *"9^ ^ toturnathreG -crank 

• solution 0 d shaft which was held in a frame 

j; •*>»•<• -«» part o< *• 

r 7rEr 

■ • • —iwr-i. —- ,^r:rr:: 

.v constructed in such a manner rear of the crankshaft with uni- 

m ght t* the answer, and with this versal couplings placed along them 

' ~-vi *• "ted during the winter to allow the shaft to bend and 

** tf7J Encountering more pro* continue to drive the wheels when 

Mew** trar rw had originally ima the locomotive travelled around 
p^ed h«t wort continued for five sharp turns. The wheels were set 

rter* «#*t. Vie design had changed in pivoting trucks in groups of 

r \ Serably Many of the parts four with the two on each side 

*•' * » Komotnre were constru- connected to those on the opposite 

tted er modified by Carnes, Har- side by solid axles The outer 

ft Grwpan y of Lima. Ohio. surface of the wheels on the right 

«Ae* l. be known as the Lima side of the locomotive was grooved 

. %0 *~.v w a>r%* the builders to accept a gear or bevel which 

W f«i lecomotires was fastened to the outer part of 

The «**«• i ik> m > of the design the truck, and connected to the 
h. <Hhe# t'lffbn men ask horizontal drive shaft When this 

cwstrwtt torowip t iws sheft turned, it ceused all the 
led he refused end sent wheels to turn - hence, all duel 
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year* until the design had changed 
n«ider ahly Many of the part* 
for thi* locomotive were constru 
«ted or modified by Carnes, Har 
p»r A Company of Lima, Ohio, 
late* to be known as tho Lima 
Locomotive Works the builders 
of Shay locomotives 

The effectiveness of the design 
tmnv proven, other 1 1 mbermen ask¬ 
ed Shay to construct locomotives 
fur them, but he refused and sent 
them to what was then the Lima 
Mevhme Works where a form of 
the Shay was constructed. On 
Jtrw 14 1B81, Shay obtained a 

patent on his locomotive, and ex¬ 
clusive manufacturing rights were 
g>«en to Lima which eventually 
purchased the patents 

The design of the Shay locomo- 
t»w changed many times as it 
evolved from upright-boilered lo¬ 
comotives built on small flatcars 
Id the world's largest and last 
flock 9*ay. class 150-3 (Class C). 
•xmfcer A. weighing 162 tons(ac- 
co^d-ng to the Baltimore & Ohio), 
to. 1 for- the Western Maryland 
road m 1*45. and presently 
preserved m operating condition 
n toe (UMtmors A Ohio Railroad 
kk ru ew Belt • mo# e. Maryland 


•n pivoting trucks in groups of 
four with tho two on each side 
connected to those on the opposite 
sido by solid axlos. The outer 
surface of the wheels on the right 
side of the locomotive was grooved 
to accept a gear or bevel which 
was fastened to the outer part of 
the truck, and connected to the 
horizontal drive shaft When this 
shaft turned, it caused all the 
wheols to turn - hence, all-wheel 
drive. 

The coal was carried in a bunk¬ 
er directly behind the main part 
of the cab, and the water was 
contained either in a compartment 
in the same section as in the Class 
A and B two-truck models or in a 
separate, rectangular tank mount¬ 
ed on its own truck with the Class 
C model and on two trucks with 
the Class D version. The wheels 
under this tank were also driven 
by the jointed, horizontal drive- 
shaft Since traction was extre¬ 
mely important, provision was ma¬ 
de for sand to be placed on the rails 
in front of the wheels to aid in 
their adhesion to the often slippery 
rail surface Even with this, the 
loads these locomotives hauled 
w*r» often so great that they were 













Collect! 

CtfOf T i. jMBER COMPANY'S BALDWIN geared locomotive, number 4, is basically a copy of the Climax type. Few v 
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(By G. Leroy Crislip - Continued from 

m tho Western Maryland time¬ 
table to take on water for the 
Heisler Unfortunately, the pas- 
lengers were not allowed to leave 
the cars, if thoy had, they could 
have witnessed an event which has 
almost disappeared from the Am 
•rican scene. 


Randolph Scenic Railroad later 
during the day when there was 
more time. 

Mr Killoran, Gordon, Phil, and 
I positioned ourselves at nnc ©nd 
of the bridge and waited while the 
GP 9 uncoupled from the train, 
and the Heisler backed across the 
bridge to perform for the cameras. 
With a grinding of wheels, a hiss 
ing of steam, and a mighty roar 
accented by a huge cloud of smoke 
and a shower of cinders, the wor¬ 
ld's largest existing Heisler began 
its run. As it steamed toward me 
I experienced a feeling of ex¬ 
citement at the sight of this huge 
metal beast, this strong man of 
logging railroads -- a throwback 
to 8n age gone by Thundering 
past it showered us with smoke and 
cinders from the stack, and steam 
and water from the cylinders. We 
could feel the heat from the in- 


Photo by G. Leroy Crislip 
ROff HAROWAY rests up for 

the day ahead 

Aftar taking on water we headed 
X> the tracks toward Elk Rivar 


ferno within it as the fireman sho¬ 
veled in the coal to feed the fire 
which heated the water and crea¬ 
ted steam. This was railroading 
at its best, and we enjoyed every 
moment of it. 
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on located 20 8 miles from 
Arriving at that point the 
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werif tt* tracks to Webstar 
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A short distance up the tracks, 
the Heisler left us and headed on 
its solitary way to Cass leaving 
behind GP9 and many fond mem 


to the High 
This would no d 
scheduled stops 
Randolph Scenic 
it is a spat of 
with the clear 
over the rocks 
the sunlight anc 
ribbon of stive* 
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Photo by G. Loroy Crislip 
RON HAROWAY rasts up for 
lha day ahaad. 


Aftar taking on wator wo hcadod 
up thu tracks toward Elk River 
Junction located 20 8 miles from 
Elkins Arriving at that point the 
tram stopped on the bridge across 
which wont the tracks to Webster 
Springs, the other bridge slightly 
upstream, carr ics the tracks which 
lead to Durbin and eventually to 
Cass over part of the Chosapeake 
and Ohio Railroad As the train 
ground to a halt I headed for the 
door of the caboose and found that 
on one side of the tram there was 
a drop of what appeared to be 
seventy feet After the train 
moved up slightly. Phil asked John 
K 'Horan. W Va State Parks Pro- 
mofrnn Officer - Department of 
*ta*ura» Resources. «f there would 
be • photo run. and after learning 
*vat there would, he. Gordon, and I 
•ft *e tram Snc« many of Vw 
*«rs — - earn an the bnd|**w 
^^^^5^^^nw!uve^d to let 
fiAer passengers get off. and while 
W * •« bemg don* we talked with 
I* Killer* about the trip and 


- -ustnan 

»S run As it steamed toward rn*» 

I experienced a feeling of « x - 
ci foment at the sight of this huqo 
metal beast, this strong man of 9 
logging railroads a throwback 
to an ago gone by Thundering 9 
past it showered us with smoke and I 
cinders from the stack, and steam 
and water from the cylinders W» 
could fool the heat from the in 
forno within it as the fireman sho 
volod in the coal to feed the fire 
which heatod tho water and crea ° 
ted steam This was railroading * 
at its best, and we enjoyed every 
moment of it. , 

A short distance up the tracks, t 
the Hoislor left us and headed on 
its solitary way to Cass leaving 
behind GP9 and many fond mem 
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CLIfF CARPENTER and Gor 
don Hamrick discuss tha Wab 
• tar Randolph Scenic Railroad 
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Photo by G. Loro 

THE HIGH FALLS ON SHAVER'S FORK of Cheat Rivor a %tof> « 
tha futuro Wobator Randolph Sconic Railroad. 


the f-ro 0 rin m the heart* of thw passon 



After collecting the photograph 
er« the tram travelled on upstream 
to the High Fall* of Shaver * Fork 
Th.% mnild no doubt be one of the 
» rseduled stops on the Webster 
Rv>Ooiph Scenic Railroad since 
i• •* a *pot of unique scenic beauty 
• tt* tfw clear water cascading 
over the rocks whilo reflecting 
*w sought end appearing like a 
r:ttcr of silver which disappears 
the mist and water below 


Tlut time, tables were unloaded 
jrd food was sold for the first of 
v#v»«i> iiaxh stops While we 
wore here Swntf Given talked with 
•avert tos^-sts end Western Me 
ry«vj edfrerofs including Lieu- 
tenand J H V*yder of the Western 
M^y rd Police Department.Carl 
QrjTa— Rwodowe Foreman at 
pw tnlr- Maryland's EMuns 


y y,— o# 9vy>« of the Western 
Mw r e< t * ms While talking 

»«s Mr Oafwn. I learned that 

* mm m caM ehei the trip began 


I too settled 
my notes. 1 


orn Maryland wore keeping wet- we« the time t 
chful oyos on the proceedings, chmg up on not 
At Linen what appeared to bo a our group, a 1 
public relations move took place sleep missed 
when the train stopped, and the ter taking a 1 
passengers wore allowed to in- I too settled 
spoct the sito of the Linan Smoke- my notes. 1 
less Coal Company's mine which trip was ty 
was closed because of siltation railroading« 
in Shaver's Fork by the Water and swappm 
Resources Division of the De- at the end of 
partment of Natural Resources. We rode t 
Tho equipment at the mine was to Elkins 
almost spotless, and many struc- of caboose 
tures were painted green "to har- enemg orv 
monize with the surroundings." but travelling 
basic black might better blend in then com 
with the future surroundings. graAjally 

Eventually we managed to get it had at 
away from the mine and headed before 
upstream into relatively unspoiled slow ly s* 
wilderness which increased in be* was com 
auty as the tram drew nearer to caboose > 
Spruce. We arrived there at for a shot 

2.15 p.m end trevelled on to the A * 

Big Cut of the formor Greenbrier the *ne» * 
flic w^ich was Wmf welt 

by hand in 1910 This was the faces ewer 
stopping point for this trip, but if tied ofl 
the Webster Randolph Scenic Rail ^oon\ . M 
rood becomes • reality, passeng knowiedg 
ers could continue to ride doom only for 
the mountain to Elk River and dm * * 

eventually to Webster Sp^ngs we m«*t 

As we returned to Sprite. I a chance 
noticed smoke from ene of the ** * wn 

Cama ken.c M#.iruo4Siey*enBeM essooetr 


and swappm 
at the end of 
We rode t 
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enemg on 
travelling 
then com 
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I slowly s« 
was com 
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for a snoi 
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only for 
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wtm ihn future surrounding* 

Eventually w*» managed to got 
away from the mine and headed 
upstream into relatively unspoiled 

wilder ness which increased in be¬ 
auty an the train drew nearer to 
Spruce Wo arrived there at 

2:15 p.m and travelled on to the 
Big Cut of tho former Greenbrier, 

hy hand in 1910 This was the 
stopping point for this trip, but if 
tho Webster Randolph Scenic Rail 
road becomes a reality, passeng¬ 
ers could continue to ride down 
tho mountain to Elk River and 
eventually to Webster Springs. 

As we returned to Spruce, I 
noticed smoke from one of the 
Cass Scenic Railroad Shays on Bald 
Knob and could not help but think would 
of the thrill one would have riding in bot 
to Spruce from either end of the of civ 
scenic railroad and then riding mease 
the Cass Scenic Railroad to the be act 
summit of the mountain. With 
the laying of 1.2 miles of track 
between Spruce and Old Spruce to | 
connect the two railroads this 
could be done 

While the GP9 travelled the 
run-around to position itself at . 

what had been the rear but would : 1 

now become the head of the tram, 
food was once again brought forth, 
and lines began to form Many 
people took time to inspect the site 
of the former boom town of Vie 
logging days and marvel at the | 


ai lunch slope Wh.lo wo 
im.e N«r«> Shor iff tiivon lalkodwilh 
«ovoraf tourists *"d Western Mo 

officials including Lieu 
fm»ot J H Snyder of tho Western 
Maryland Police Dopar trnent, Carl 
Durtam, Roundhouse Foreman at 

the Western Maryland's Elkins 
yorde? and Cart T Shank Super- 

...IwtMil of Shop a of the Wi'iloi n 
V,. , >ni »t I Huns Whilo talking 
„ tf> Mi Punham. I learned that 
t was so cold when the trip began 
that he had put sand on the floor 
O i one of the cars to prevent peo 
pie from slipping on the ice which 
had froxen during tho night 

9wdly M W Utterback, Train - 
matter of the Western Maryland 
at I » 'siwhom the reader will no 
remember as being on? of tho 
party making the inspection trip 
'■em Webster Springs to Spruce), 
jrrotsved that it was time to leave, 
art* ar- d grabbing a few last 
sar.^w <hes and holding on to our 
cameras our party boarded the 
i^a«r i felt more confident about 
r.tnw outcome of the trip 
tool the men of the West- 
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Hf m .N f ALLS ON SHAVI M S FORK of Cheat Rivar - a atop on 
Mwr» Ra**Aolph Scenic Railroad 
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At L "»an wttal appear od to h»* a 
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p—aan jara war a allowed to •n- 
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»««• Coal Con\pany’i mine which 
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** Shtwr t Fort fey tha Watar 
F n arm Division of tha Da- 
rartnaH of Notoral Resources. 
Tn» r g a p m a nt at tha mine was 
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— wm r> o'th Vie surroundings." but 
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•'** fee Mure torroitftdings 
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n fe ao M y we managed to gat 
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mh» afeKfi increased m bo¬ 
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was tho timo for rolaxotion, cat 
china tip on notes, and for some ot 
our group, a time to catch up on 
sloop missed in tho morning At 
tor taking a low last photographs 
I too settled down and completed 
my notes. Tha remainder of the 
trip was typical of every day 
railroading with tho "crew" riding 
and swapping talas in tha caboose 
at the end of the tram. 

Wo rode the last eight miles in¬ 
to Elkins on the front vestibule 
of caboose number 1826, experi¬ 
encing once again the thrill of 
travelling through the tunnel and 
than coming slowly into Elkins 
gradually coming to a stop where 
it had fell started several hours 
before Then, as the sun was 
slowly setting in the west and nigfrt 
was coming on, we departed the 
caboose which had been our home 
for a 

~ A ; 

day wall spent, we turned our 
faces away from th# tram and dri¬ 
fted off mto the early-evening 
gloom, tired by refreshed with tha 
knowfadga that we had relived if 
only for a brief time th# glory 
days of the logging railroad Now 
we must work to give more people 
• charge to have 9u% eaper«ence 
ter wore it sat Far actfe n aa l 
aoae«iat*en with the past. maFfemd 
wFf few Irasi «f h*% paeiliafe 

at m mw it *e pdup« a 
«wawr* a# la yraaai few ana la 
fea afe+e tfe p«apw few paot 
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